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JSanuary 4, rooo.—Annual Meeting. Thirty-five members present.
Mr. Charles H. Baker was clected a Corresponding Member. The
following officers were elected for the ensuing year :

Presidenf—CuarLes J. Ruoans,

Vice-President—Crantes J. Prvvock.

Seeretary—Henry W, Fowrer.

Treasurer—WiLLiam L. Bany.

Mr. G. 5. Morris addressed the Club on “ Winter Bird-life at Cape
Charles, Va.," covering a recent visit of two weeks. Duck shooting in
this neighborhood, he stated, had deteriorated very much during recent
years, partially he thought from the inerease in the oyster industry and
the presence of numerous oyster boats from which the ducks are con-
stantly shot. Rlack-headed Ducks (Awhra afinir) were noticed in
numbers. Among land birds he secured specimens of the Prown-
headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla), Ipswich Sparrow (Ammodrantus prin-
cegs) and Pine Warbler (Dendroica wigorsii). The Ipswich Sparrow
he regarded as a common winter species on the Virginia eoast.

Mr. Witmer Stone read a humorous paper entitled * The Delaware
Valley Ornithological Club, its Nestling Plumage contrasted with its
fully Adult Condition, with Comments on Several of its Molts.” Mr.
W, L. Baily exhibited a number of lantern slides from photographs of
birds and their nests. The meeting then adjourned to a collation.
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January 58, rgoo.—~Tourteen members and one wvisitor present
Messts. Chas. W. Buvinger and Chas. 5. Welles were elected Associate
Members, and Mr. FI. Walker Hand, of Cape May, N. J., a Corre-
sponding Member.

Mr. Witmer Stone exhibited a series of Crosshills (£, facoptera and
miner) lately received from Mr. Otto Behr, of Lopez, Pa, Wm., B,
Evans reported the Red Crosshill {Leaia ¢ miner) at i'n-'[u:u::nres'tu:m.rlzlr
W. I, Jan. 14th; and Saw-Whet Owl {Mefale acadica) found dead
Dec. zo, 1890, at Friendship, N. . :

Mr. A, C. Emlen noted a few Grackles ( Quircadus gquiscuda) all
winter at Germantown, and exhibited a White-winged Crossbill { Loxda
lewcoprera) taken on Dec. 18, the first record of the species at Phila-
dt‘lphia f-r,:r ten years.

Mr. Behn reported Flickers ( Colapdes anrafuws futerns) observed at
Tinicam, and a Hermit Thrush { Svlecichia a. pallasidy at Clifton, Del.
Co., Pa.

Crosshills ( Lexda ¢, sfnor) were reported from Germantown, Clifton
and ‘Kennett Square.

Other interesting records were :

Eed-bellied Muthateh {Sitde canadensis) ; Flicker { Colaples anrafus
fzdenes), ond Carolina Chickadee ( Prrus carodinensis), Kennett Square,
Chester Co., Pa., January 1, C. J. Pennock. Cat Bird { Galeoscapies
carolinensit), Germantown, Phila,, Jan. 14, E. M. Evans,

February 1, rgoo.—Twenty-one members and a visitor pressnt
Messts, Frederick Sirensen and Walier G, Sibley were elected Asso-
ciate Members.

A letter from Dr. Montgomery reported two White-winged Crossbills
( Loxia lewcoprera) at West Chester, Pa,, Jan, 28,

Dr. Hughes made the commupication of the evening on a trip to
Palm Beach, Fla,, covering the end of December and beginning of
January. He found birds less abundant both in species and individ-
uals than ke had expected, and though a faitly representative collection
was obtained, he secured nothing of especial interest.  Bald eagles
(faligidur lewcoceplialus) was nesting, and had large downy young by
the first of the year.

Mr. Pennock exhibited an adult male Ivory-billed Weoodpecker
{ Campephiins principalit) received from Taylor Co., Florida, where it
had beew secured Jan. 1z, 1900.  {Sce below, p. 8.)

Felruary £5, rooo—Twenty-six members present.

Mr. W, L. Whitaker addressed the Club on his two years' sojourn in
Alaska and British America, mostly in the Stickine River district. His
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opportunities for ornithological observations were very limited and
only a few specimens were prepared,

Alarch 1, rooo.—FEighteen members present.

Mr. Witmer Stone made a communication on “The Earliest De-
scribers of Our North American Birds and Their Works.” He dis-
played copies of the works of Willoughby, Gesner, Catesby, Buffon,
Pennant, Latham, Wilson, Bonaparte and Audubon from the Academy's
Library, commeénting upon them.

Mr. A. C. Emlen observed a White-winged Crosshill (Loxra lewcop-
fera) again at Germantown Mar. 1.

March 15, 19o0.—Only six memhers present, owing to severe storm,
No meeting was held.

April 5, 1900.—Twenty-five members present.

General discussion on bird protection.

Mr. H. W. Fowler reported Green Herons (4rdea tirescens) at
Holmeshurg, Phila., April 1, and Mr. Kester observed a Thrasher ( Har-
parkynekus rufusy at Lansdowne, Del. Co., Pa., March 30.

April 1g, 1go0.—Twenty-one members and one visitor present.
Mr. G, 8. Morris read a paper on the * Life and Work of Alexander
Wilson.'

Aay 3, rooo.—Thirteen members present.

Messrs, Wm. Reinick and Joseph B. Lodge were elected Associate
members.

Mr. 5. N. Rhoads made a communication on “ Resemblances in the
Songs of Our Birds,” which was followed by a general discussion,

Mr. Baily reported several species of birds which had struck the city
hall tower during the autumn which were additional to his previous list,
Furple Finch (Cargodaces purpurens), Water Thrush (Sefurws noge-
doracensis and Tennessee Warbler ( Helminthaphila peregrina). He also
reported Crossbills (Zexia . minsr) at Ardmore, Pa., April 29, 1goo.

May 17, rgoo.—Twenty-one members present.

Bir. Allen H. Grosh was elected a Correspanding member.

Mr. Stone spoke of “ Recent Additions to Our Knowledge of Ross's
Rosy Gull,” reviewing Nansen's account of the species and exhibiting
three specimens secured by Mr. E. A, McIlhenny at Pt, Barrow, Alaska,
and recently acquired by the Academy of Natural Sciences,

Dr. Hughes described a recent trip to the heronry of drdea herodias
near Fitman Grove, N. J. e found the birds less abundant than last
year, and was of the opinion that owing to their gregariousness and
conspicuousness they were slowly but steadily decreasing.
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A fine specimen of Gadwall { Chawlelfasmus streperus) secured early
in March on Delaware Bay was exhibited.

Oedaber 4, rooo.—Twenty-one members present.

Mr. Morris reported the breeding of Bluebirds (Siafia sialfin) at
Olney, Phila., during the season, and the successful rearing of the young.

Mr. Pennock, on behall of Mr. Samuel B. Ladd, placed on recerd
the breeding of the Chestmut-sided Warbler (Dendrofca pensplvanica)
on the south valley hills not far from Frazer, Chester Co,, Pa.  Mr,
Ladd wrote: * Nest found May t8th empty, no birds seen near it, bat
when I returned on 24th the [emale was on the nest, which was placed
in a brier bush two feet up from the ground. This nest was lined with
hair-moss.  In shape and position it was somewhat similar to the nest
of the Indigo Bird. The four well-marked eggs were slightly incubated.
Collected May 27, 1900, south side of Chester Valley, on high ground
in middle of woods, in rather open spot whers timber had been cut off
and grown up with briers.”

Mr. Coggins described the occurrence of the Hermit Thrush (&)-
locichia a. pallasit) thronghout the summer at Martha's Vineyard, Mass.
[See The Auk, Jan., 1go1.]

MNests fn stfe of the Small-billed Water Thrush (Sefurier nopebora-
censis), Hairy Woodpecker { Dryobater pillosus), and White-breasted
Nuthatch Sz earafinsnsis) from Sollivan Co., Pa., collected by Mr.
Otto Behr for the Club collection, were exhibited.

October 18, rooo.—Sixteen members present.

The resignation of Messrs. W. W, Justice, Jr. and Francis R. Cope,
Jr., from Active Membership were accepted with regrets.

Mr. 5. N. Rhoads read a paper on the * Life History of the Chim-
ney-Swift (Chaefura pelagica)” based upon painstaking study of two
pairs of birds which nested inside of a stable, the unusual location
being peculiarly favarable for observation. His paper was replete with
interesting and novel information. (Publication postponed for an-
other season).

An interesting letter was read from Mr. Henry Hales, of Ridge-
wood, N. J.

Nevember 1, rgoo.—Twenty-three inembers present.

Mesers. H. L. Coggins and Arthor C. Emlen were elected to Active
Membership and J. I Carter to Associate Membership.

Mr. David McCadden made a communication on the * Birds Ob-
served at Stone Harbor, N. J." during the past summer. He found
Turnstone or * Calico backs" (Arenaria inderdres), Curlew [Numenius
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hudsonius), Willet (Symphenia seniipalmata), Sandetling ( Calidris
arenaria), Lesser Yellow-legs ( ¥Fodanus favipes), Least and Semi-
palmated Sandpipers ( Zringae minutilla and Ereunctes pusiffus) and
Ring-necks (Aegialfitis semipalmata) were the most plentiful species,
oceurring regularly in flacks of 25 to so. Robin-Snipe [ ¥¥nga
canutus), Black-bellied Plover (Sgwatarole sgiatarola) and Yellow-legs
( Fotanns melanolencus) were less abundant. Dunlin (Jringa alpina
2acfica; and Dowitchers ( Macrorhamphus griseus) were not abserved
during his visit (Aug. 4-18, 1899). The Black Terns ( Hydrochelidon n.
surinamensis) were abundant in flocks of about fifty, and were ob-
served feeding like swallows over the meadows, probably on grass-
hoppers.  Laughing Gulls ( Larus atriciffa) and Terns (Serna
Airunds) were more plentiful than last year, but no Egrets (Adrdea
caernfea) were seen,

Dr. Prendergast supplemented Mr. MecCadden's remarks and ex-
hibited a Ring-billed Gull (Larws delamarensis) in immature plumage
secured at Stone Harbor, Oct. 3d, 2 remarkably early date.

Mr. Stone exhibited another specimen taken at Atlantic City, N. ],
June zo, 1goo; also an unusual date,

Dr. Hughes described several trips to the Delaware river marshes
below Philadelphia during the spring. Three nests of the Virginia Rail
(Aallus virginianns) were found June 3, 11, and July 1, containing
eight, seven and nine eggs respectively ; three of the King Rail (£.
elegans), June 11, contained eight, nine and ten eggs, and one of the
Least Bittern (Ardetta exilis), June 3, contained two eggs.  Swamp
Sparrows ( Melespisa georgiana) and Marsh Wrens ( Cistothorus palus-
fris) were breeding abundantly, Dr. Hughes thought that careful
search would show that the Rails were more abundant breeders in this
vicinity than had generally been supposed.

November 15, 1900~ Thirteen members present.

The resignations of Messrs. J. W. Tatum and W. L. Whitaker from
Active Membership were accepted with regret.

Mr. A. C. Emlen spoke of a “Trip to Chincoteague, Va.,” Aug. rst,
19o0.  He noted large numbers of Sanderling ( Calidris arenaria) and
Lesser Yellow-legs ( Zvsanus flavipes). Pectoral Sandpipers { Trinea
macubate), Curlews (Numenivs hudsenius) and Dowitchers ( Maera-
rhamphus grdsens) were also taken. Piping Plover (.Eygialitis meloda)
were breeding on the beach, and Killdeers (. rocifera) were asso-
ciated with the Vellow-legs. A few weeks later Robin Snipe ( Tringa
canulus) and Greater Vellow-legs ( Zotanus melanolencus) were abund-
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ant. Sickle-billed Curlews (AL dsgirpsdris) were taken, but were not
abundant. In an old pine tree seven pairs of Martens { Progne sudis)
were breeding,

Wm. B. Evans described “An Excursion to Hanover, Burlington
Co., N. ], the trip covering three days early in May, 1900, “The
locality is well within the pine Larrens, and two things were especially
striking ; first the absolute lack of migrating birds at a time of year
when near Philadelphia we were daily greeting the arrivals which make
this month a month of monthe, Of the 38 species recorded all ap-
peared to be resident with the exception of the White-throated Spar-
ow (Zomedrichia albicellis), which was heard but once, and the Cross-
bills { Lexia ¢ arinor). The zecond point of interest was the presence
of these Crossbills at so late a date [May 6th].”  (Sce below, p. 7.)

Dir. Hughes stated that at Forked River, N, ., June 6, 1goo, he had
obezerved about two dozen Crossbills {Zexda ¢, sufnor) feeding on the
pine cones. On May 1o, 1804, in company with Messrs, Brown and
Shyrock he had scen three Crossbilis at Lewes, Delaware, these being
the latest records of the occurrence of the species within his experience,

LDecember 6, 1poo,—MNinetean members and a visitor prezent.

Prof. H. A. Surface, of State Collega, Pa., was elected a Correspond-
ing member and Wm. B. Evans an Active member.

Messes. Stone and Baily reported on the Cambridge meeting of the
American Ornithologists' Union, which they, as well as Messrs. Cope
and Fennock, had attended.

Mr. Philip Laurent exhibited a mounted specimen of the European
Corn Crake { Crex crex) taken at Hursley, Worcester Co., Md., No-
vember 28, 1goo, by John Livesey, while in company with Mr. Laurent,
The stomach contained remains of small grasshoppers, The bird
measured : wing, g.zg ins. ; extent, 16,75 ins.

Lrecember 20, rpoo.—Seventeen members present.

Dr. Samuel W, Weodhouse, of Philadelphia, was elected an Honor-
ary member, and Mr. Waldron D, W, Miller, of Plainfield, N. J.,a Cor-
responding member.

Mr. Pennock described a visit to a rookery of the Florida Cormorant
Fhalacrocorax o forfdaans) near B Marl's, Florida, in April, 158g.
The nests in this instance were in high cypresses, about thirty or forty
nesls in a tree.

Mr. Baily described his work during the past year in the interest of
Gull and Tern protection on the New Jeisey toast (see Auk, 1gor, pp.
B1-84).



