BIRDS OF TINICUM

Jomx C. MiLLeR aND CHARLES E. PRICE, Je

The two hundred and five acres comprising Philadelphia’s only wildlife
preserve is a relatively small remnant ol the once extensive area known as
Tinicum. Before the Swedes settled here in 1643, the abundant wild life of
the marshes and lowlands bordering the river and the creeks was a major
attraction for the local Indian tribes. And down through the years until set
aside as a sanctuary in 1955, this area in the southwestern environs of Phila-
delphia has been a constant mecca for naturalists and gunners. But en-
croached upon by the sprawling city, bisected by the Industrial Highway, and
taken over in part by the International Airport, various industrial enterprises
and dredging outfits, there are but few sections left in a natural state com-
pared to the reaches of former days. The areas today most attractive to the
naturalist and ornithologist are found in southwest Philadelphia (the Pre-
serve proper) and in Darby and Tinicum Townships of Delaware County.

The recently established Tinicum Wildlife Preserve had its genesis in a
special committee of the Delaware Valley Ornithological Club appointed in
the spring of 1952 to study the conservation aspects of the Tinicum area
which was threatened with further encroachment and possible annihilation.
Under its dedicated and imaginative leadership the committee found support,
both financial and political, far beyond the confines ol the DVOC member-
ship. To lend broader scope to the effort, the Philadelphia Conservationists
was organized. Following the lead of this group, other conservation—alert
organizations added their support, the Gulf 0il Corporation who owned the
land nodded its acquiescence, and the City in December 1955 assumed
responsibility for its first sanctuary dedicated to wildlife.

The Tinicum area has had a hectic ecological history since the first
Europeans arrived here, and especially during the last filty or more years.
The meadowlands once supported small farms of sorts; piggeries flourished
for several years; the Federal Government drained the area during the frst
World War; the neglected dikes in post-war years disintegrated and floods
and tides were rampant; cattails, sedges, bulrushes, water-loving shrubs and
other wetland cover came and went; and the bird and other animal popula-
tion varied with the changing habitat. Today the marshes and wet meadows
are rich with the usual alder, elderberry, buttonbush, willows, sedpes, rushes,
and numerous other wet-footed plants and grasses. Breeding birds have
returned to the marshes, including the Least Bittern, Black Duck, King and
Virginia Rails, Coot and Gallinule. Two of the marshes now support a fine
wild rice cover, attracting both migrating and wintering waterfowl, rails and
blackbirds. One of these marshes borders Darby Creek in Delaware County,



the other is in the Preserve. Marshes outside the Preserve are subject to the
tides of the Delaware; those within the sanctuary are static with the water
level under control as dictated by conditions of the season.

Bird life at Tinicum is feeling the benefits of sanctuary protection, as is
attested by the observations of many qualified ornithologists. The following
list is the result of authors’ observations between 1948 and 1959. In this
span of time, 268 species were seen, with 249 recorded within the Wildlife
Preserve itself. Eighty-five species were found nesting, 50 in the Preserve, The
yearly average of sight records in the area is 205, with the highest counts
occurring in 1952 (218) and in 1958 (216). Complete records are in the
files of the authors for those bird students desiring more specific information.

ANNOTATED LIST OF TINICUM BIRDS

The common and scientific names in the following list are those used
in the Fifth Edition of the American Ornithologists’ Union Check List
{1957) . All birds were observed in the Tinicum Wildlife Preserve except
those marked with an asterisk.

Coxmon Loow, Gavia immer. Regular spring and fall migrant; usually lone
birds, although as many as 82 have been seen in one day (April 12, 1957).

REp-NECRED GRERE, Podiceps grisegena. Uncommon visitor, occurring at long
intervals, usually in early spring.

Horwep GrEBE, Podicefs auritus, Regular migrant, but never in large
numbers.

Piep-pILLED GrERE, Podilymbus podiceps. Common migrant; highest count
was 25 on March 25, 1955. A few nesting records.

*AUDUBON'S SHEARWATER, Pufflinus erminieri. On August 2, 1945 a vagrant
bird was ohserved Illying up the river, passing within 20 [eet of us.

DouBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT, Plalacrocorax anritus. Rather irregular, spring
and [all. Never in numbers, Lut 40 were seen on April 20, 1958,

Greatr BLUE HEerox, drdes fevodias. Present thvoughout the year, but not
known to nest in the area. Common migrant.

Green Heron, Bulorides vivescens. Common in spring, summer and fall, with
one winter record (December 20, 1952) . Nests commonly throughout the
area. Twelve nests found on June 27, 1957 by Miller.

Lirrie BLue Heron, Florida enernlea. Regular visitor [rom late spring into
fall. High count: 25 on August 4, 1958,

CarrLe EcreT, Bubuleus ibis. One bird seen on May 13, 1956; remained for
two weeks.

Common EGrer, Casmerodius albus. Common spring and summer. Rare
nester. A nest was found June 2, 1957 with four eggs; another with two
young on July 24, 1958; both outside the Preserve in Tinieum Township.
A few wintering records. High count in one day: 300 birds (July 27, 1956).

Snowy EcreT, Leucophoyx thula. Regular visitor from middle of May through
late summer. Forty birds seen on July 18, 1957. )

Louisiana Heron, Hydranassa tricolor. Uncommon visitor. One bird, May 15,
1953; one in the Preserve from July 25 to August 13, 1958,



Brack-crowNen NicuT Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax. Very common in spring,
summer and fall, with some wintering individuals. Nests in Delaware
County; upwards of 80 nests found on May 289, 1957,

YeLLow-crownep Nicur Heron, Nyctanassa wiolacea. Regular visitor from
May, and sometimes into October. Never more than one or two at a time.

Least Brrreen, Ixobrychus exilis. Fairly common breeder in the Preserve.
Twenty-seven nests found from June to August 1958; thirty-nine young
banded in these nests. Has been scen as late as October 28 (1958) .

American Brrrern, Bofarus lentiginosus. Rather common migrant, with a
number ol winter records. Nests in the area; at least one pair in the Pre.
serve in June 1958,

Grossy Ims, Plegadis faleinellus. One or more observed cach spring and
summer recently. A bird seen on April 7, 1958 remained in the Preserve
until July 22,

WriTE Imis, Eudocimus albus., A rare visitor, one having been identified in
the Preserve on August 1, 1959,

Mure Swan, Cygnus olor. Occasionally seen. One on March 22, 1958 remained
in the Preserve until the end of April.

WisTLING Swan, Qlor columbienus. Uncommon transient. SE‘-’Enl}f-ﬁFE flew
over the area on November 4, 1954,

Cawapa Goose, Branta canadensis. Common migrant in varying numbers up
to 200 or more.

Braxt, Branta bernicla. Two vecords: 20 on June 1, 19513 5 on June 21, 1955,

Swow Goose, Chen Iyperborea. Uncommon transient. 250 here on Mareh 28,
1954,

Brue Goose, Chen caerwlescens. Rare transient. Nine birds on April 8, 1954.

Marrarn, Anas platyrhiynchos. Fairly common breeder in the area. Present
through winter.

Brack Duck, Anas rubripes. Common nester and wintering duck. Several
hundred every winter, with our highest count of over 1500 on December 31,
1955,

GavwaLL, Anas strepera. A regular spring and [all visitor in small numbers,
with a few winter records.

Pivraan, Anes acuie, The most abundant winter duck here, great numbers
dropping in from December on. On one day in December 1952, we esti-
mated 55,000 birds, our highest count,

Coxinvon TEAL, Anas crecca. One record for this foreigner: March 11, 1951,

GREEN-WINGED TEAL, dnas carolinensis. A common migrant, with numbers
remaining into the winter, Several nesting records: a female with 15 young
on June 14, 1953; a breeding pair in the Preserve in 1956 and 1957; in
1958 o nesting pair outside the Preserve and young swimming in Fre-
serve waters in July. High migrant count: 600 on November 20, 1957.

Brue-wincep TeAL, Anas discors. A [airly frequent migrant and breeder in
the Tinicum area, with a few wintering birds occasionally. In migration
we have had as high as 500 birds here (September 24, 1954).

Anrricay Winceox, Mareca americana. A regular spring, [all and winter
visitor in moderate numbers up to 50 or more,

Suoverer, Spatula clypeaia. A dozen or more birds drop in during migra-
tion each season.



Woor Duck, dix sponse. A regular migrant in small numbers and an occa-
sional nester. A female with young (7) was seen in the Preserve on June 19,
1955,

RepHeAn, Aythya amevicana. An uncommon migrant, usually singles.

RING-NECKED Duck, Aythya collaris. A fairly regular spring and [all migrant.
All records have been of doubles only.

Canvassack, Aythya valisinerin, Seen fairly regularly during migration, but
singles only.

GREATER Scaup, Aythya marila. A regular, spring, fall and winter visitor, but
in numbers only once: 500 on April 1, 1958,

Lesser Scaur, Aythya affinis. An uncommon migrant, and rarely more than a
single bird.

CosmoN GoLnesevE, Bucephaln elangule. Occasionally a bird or two during
spring, fall or winter.

BurrLruran, Bueephala albeoln. Uncommon migrant, and occasionally a
single bird is seen in the winter.

*White-wincep Scoter, Melanitta deglandi. One record for this hird in the
area: 25 on October 7, 1951,

Ruppy Duck, Oxvyura j'ﬂnmwcnsfs. A common spring, fall and winter bird,
and a few may sometimes be found in the summer. Winter counts vary
from a few hundred individuals to the high count of 2000 (December 31,
1955

Hooprn MerGAnsERr, Loffiodytes cucnllatus. A regular spring, fall and winter
visitor in small numbers.

Conmyon Mereanser, Mergus merganser, A regular migrant in small flocks
up to a hundred or more.

Rep-nrEASTED MEeRGAnseR, Mergus serrator. An uncommeon spring and fall
visitor, rarcly more than a dozen seen at a time.

Turkey Vurrure, Cethartes awra. Might be seen at any time of the year.
Ten birds seen above area on September 20, 1952,

Gosuawr, decipiter gentiliz. Rare, Two records: an immature hird, September
27, 1955; a young bird on November 23, 1957 (Lamb and J. Miller).

Spanp-siNnED Hawk, Accipiter striatus. A regular migrant, and fairly regu-
lar winter species; never in numbers.

Coorrr’s Hawg, Aceipiter cooperii, Same status as the Sharpie but not seen
quite as frequently.

Rep-ramep Hawk, Buteo jemaicensis. Common migrant and winter resi-
dent. Some years plentiful: 82 seen on December 20, 1952; 45 on Jan. 1,
1955,

RensuournEren Hawxk, Buteo lineatus. One or two birds seen regularly dur
ing migration season and into the winter.

Broap-wincep Hawk, Bileo pletyplerns. Regularly recorded as a migrant
High count: 40 on September 17, 1950,

Rouven-LEGoEn Hawk, Butco lngopus, Fairly regular winter resident, usually
single birds.

Goroen Eacle, Aquile chryseetos. One record: an adule bird flying over the
Tinicum Preserve on October 15, 1958.

Barp Eacre, Haligeetus leucoceplalus. Once reasonably common, now un-
common. A sporadic visitor, usually lone birds, but three seen on Septem-
ber 20, 1952, Except for one observation in April (1952), all records have
heen in late [2]] or winter.



Marsn HAwE, Circus cyaneus. Resident, more common in winter. There are
about 8 pairs nesting in the Tinicum area. We have counted as high as 25
in one day (December 31, 19509, and 18 on December 21, 1957.

Oserey, Pandion haliaetus. Regular migrant. Never more than 8 seen in one
day (September 20, 1952) .

PEREGRINE Favrcow, Falco peregrinus. An uncommon resident and migrant,
One or two birds seen in a day, usually in spring or fall.

Piceon Hawk, Falco columbarius. Regular but not common migrant. Records
of singles only.

Sparrow Hawk, Falco sparverius. Seen in all scasons. About 20 pairs nest in
the area. Also a common migrant.

BoswHITE, Colinus virginianus. Formerly resident, now rare. One bird heard
calling in the Preserve, September 5, 1958.

RING-NECKED PHEASANT, Phastanus colchicus. Fairly abundant permanent
resident.

King RaiL, Rallus elegans. A regular breeding species here, with a few birds
wintering. Seen every vear. Three nests found June 9, 1953,

Vimcinia Bar, Rallus limicola. A regular nester, and common in_migration.
High count: 55 on September 11, 1955. A good number in the Preserve in
1958 from July into the [all.

Somra, Porsana carolina. A few breeding records in the area, and an abundant
bird in migration. A good flight in the fall of 1958,

YriLow RailL, Coturnicops noveboracensis. One bird heard calling in the
Preserve on September 18, 1955,

Brack R, Laterallus famaicensis. Miller saw one bird in the Preserve on
August 27, 1950,

Comson Garumwure, Gallinula ehloropus. A common nester here, with a
few birds staying into the winter. Miller found 32 nests in 1951 in a marsh
which is now part of the Preserve; in 1957 it was estimated that about 50
pairs were nesting there. (CE "The Florida Gallinule” by Richard F.
Miller, Cassinia, XXXVI, 1946, p. 4) .

Aserican Coor, Fulica americana. A regular migrant, with a few pairs nest-
ing each year.

SEMI-PALMATED Prover, Charadrius semipalmatus. Common migrant, spring
and fall. High count: 800 on August 12, 1954

PirinG PLover, Charadrius melodus. One record: 4 birds on August 1, 1950.

KiLipeer, Charadrius vociferus. Common resident, seen throughout the year.
On January 1, 1955, we counted 300 in a scattered ffock.

GoLpeN Prover, Pluwinlis dominica. Varies from year to year, but [airly regu-
lar and sometimes abundant as a fall migrant. On October 3, 1957, we
noted 250 birds; in 1958, we saw but 12,

BrAck-BeLLIED PLover, Squatarela squataroln. Never many, up to 10 or 15,
but seen in most springs and falls.

Runpy TurnsToNE, Arenaria inferpres. Uncommon: 4 birds on May 23, 1950;
28 on May 25, 1952,

American Wooncock, Philohela minor. Fairly regular migrant, with a few
pairs nesting.

Common Sniee, Capella gallinago. A common migrant and fairly regular
winter resident, 200 birds recorded on November 24, 1950,

WaimereL Numenius phaeopus. One bird on May 14, 1958, and one on Aug.
ust, 22, same year, both in the Tinicum Preserve.



Uprann Provee, Bartramin longicauds. A vegular migrant; also a breeder
here. A number of records in August with a high count of 18 on August 7,
1953,

SroTTED Sanppiper, Actitis macularie. Regular breeder here and common
migrant,

Soritary Sanpeiper, Tringa solitaria. A common migrant, with as many as
10 seen at one time.

EasTERN WILLET, Catoplrophorus semipalmatus semipalmatus. Rare. One
bird an September 25, 1950, and one on September 4, 1954

Wesrern WiLLer, Geloptrophorus semifralmalus inornalus. One record only:
a single on August 15, 1958,

GreaTER YELLOWLEGS, Tolanus melanolewcus. Always present during migra-
tion, sometimes in great numbers. Occasionally winters.

Lesser YELLOWLEGS, Tolanus flavipes. About the same status as the preceding;
has appeared in flocks of 200.

PECTORAL SANDPIFER, Erolia melanotos. An abundant migrant, with a few
winter records. On September 26, 1954, we recorded 500 birds.

WHITE-RUMFED SANDPIPER, Evplia fuscicollis. Fairly regular migrant, seen
maostly in May and [rom late August into early November,

Barn's Sanoeirer, Evolia baivdfi. Rare. One record: August 2, 1952, one bird.

LEAST Sanppiper, Erolin minutilla. Abundant migrant, spring and fall.

Currew Sanorirer, Erolia ferruginea. Our only record is a single individual
in spring plumage on May 16, 1953 in the area now cncompassed by the
Preserve.

Duxun, Erolia alpina. A regular migrant, with a number of May records.

SporT-RiLLED Dowrrcner, Limnodromus griseus. A regular migrant, more
commaen in the fall, but never in numbers.

Loxg-siLLen Dowrrcner, Limnodromus scolopacens. Regular [all migrant,
usually up to 10 or more at a time.

STILT Sanprierr, Micropalama himantopus. A few seen every fall, the highest
number being 45 on October 28, 1958,

SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER, Ereunctes pusillus. An abundant migrant, spring
and [all, sometimes dropping in by the thousands. On August 7, 1953, we
estimated 20,000 of this species to be in the area; on August 21, 1957, we
estimated the number to he 4000,

WESTERN Sanprirer, Ereunetes mauri, A common [all migrant, in small Nocks
of a few dozen and upward.

*BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER, Tryngites sibruficollis. One record only: a single
individual among a flock of Golden Plover at the Philadelphia Interna-
tional Airport on September 19, 1955,

MarpLEp Gopwrr, Limosa fedoa. Rare transient. Two birds on August 15,
1951.

Hupsonian Gopwit, Limosa haemastica, An unusual fall migrant. Eight
birds on September 5, 1951; two birds on November 4, 1958; reports also
of singles in 1930 and 1954

Rurr, Philomachus pugnax. According to our observations, the Rull has
become a regular migrant since 1953, especially in the fall. Usually single
hirds, occasionally two. A bird wintered both in 1954 and 1958,

SANDERLING, Grocethia alba. An uncommon migrant, with very few birds at
one time.



AmEeErican Avocer, Recurvirostra americana. We have two records for this
western species: one bird, August 30, 1951; one on October 10, 1959.

WiLson's PHALAROPE, Steganopus tricolor. Uncommon. One female on May
26, 1950; one on September 6, 1954, and one on Sepiemhber 22, 1954.

NORTHERN PHALAROPE, Lobifes lobatus. Rare. A female, May 9, 1956, in the
Preserve.,

Gravcous GuLL, Larus hyperboreus. An unusual winter visitor. One adult
on December 20, 1958, first known record for area.

GreaT Brack-sacken Gurr, Larus marinus, Regular migrant, with a few
wintering each year, and increasing. High count: 67 on December 21, 1957.

Herring GULL, Larus argentatus. A common migrant, present through the
summer, and much in evidence in the winter.

Rimvg-piLren Guir, Larus delawarensis, A [airly common migrant and winter
bird.

LavcHinG GULL, Larus atricilla. Present in small numbers in spring and fall.
One winter record: an immature bird on December 21, 1957,

Boxaparte's GuLL, Larus philadelphia. A regular migrant, but rarely in
numbers.

ForsTer's TERN, Sterna forsteri. A [all migrant, from a few individuals to a
high count ol 120 on October §, 1957.

Common TERN, Sterna hirundo. Seen regularly during migration.

Least TERN, Sterna albifons. Uncommon in the area. Miller discovered a
nest with two eggs (the first [or Pennsylvania) at Tinicum on June 17,
1950. The authors have counted as many as 22 birds at a time (July 30,
1958) .

Caspian Tern, Hydroprogne caspia. A regular migrant, but rarely more than
two or three hirds.

Brack Terw, Chlidonias niger. A regular migrant, spring and fall, but never
in large numbers.

Mourxine Dove, Zenaidura macroura. A common breeding bird, with a few
wintering cach year, sometimes in large flocks.

YELLow-BILLED Cuckoo, Coccyzus americanus. Breeds here. Also seen in
migration.

Brack-siLLep Cuckoo, Goceyrus evythropthalmus. Breeds in the area but not
as common as the preceding.

Barn Owr, Tyto alba. Regular permanent resident, Miller discovered a nest
on February 1, 1952, containing three eggs.

ScreEecH Owr, Otus asio. A common permanent resident.

Snvowy Oww, Nyctea scandiaca. An irregular and rare winter visitor. Noted
here usually in years of the species’ invasion.

Barren Owr, Strix vavia. An unusual bird in the area, although two were
known to have wintered in 1949-1950.

*Lonc-raren Owr, Asio ofus. Two records for this area are one bird on
December 12, 1951, and one on March 16, 1958,

SHORT-EARED OwL, Asio flammens. Reported every winter. Forty to fifty birds
wintered here in 1958, with about 25 of the number in the Preserve proper.
There was evidence in June 1953 of a pair nesting, but the nest could not
be found.
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Saw-wHET Owr, Adegolius acadicus. A regular migrant and winter resident,
arriving here often in October, and in one Instance remaining into spring
(April 23, 1958). Miller found four birds in December 1957, and suc-
cessfully banded two of them on January 10, 1958.

*WHIP-POOR-WILL, Caprimulgus vaciferus. A regular migrant.

CoMMoN NIGHTHAWE, Chordeiles minor. Common migrant. On September 6,
1950, an estimated 500 birds passed over.

CHIMNEY SwiFT, Chaetura pelagica. A common migrant as well as a summer
resident. On September 11, 1955, 200 were counted in the air over the
Preserve.

RUBY-THROATED HuMMINGmRD, Archilochus colubris. Regular migrant, with
a few nesting. . _

BeLTED KINGFISHER, Megaceryle alcyon. Permanent resident, with four or
five pairs usually in the area. .
YELLOW-SHAFTED Frickem, Colaptes gurains. Common migrant and nesting

bird, with a few wintering cach year.

Rep-ELLIED Woonreckrr, Centurus carolints. Three records for the area:
one, December 23, 1954; two, May 13, 1956; one, April 9, 1958.

Rep-neanen Woonrecker, Melanerpes erythrocephalus. Three recent records:
three, September 10, 1949; one, June 13, 1952; one, May 8, 1958.

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER, SPhyrapicus varius. Fair[y regular migrant, com-
moner some years than others. '

Hamy Woobrecker, Dendrocopos villosus, Not too common permanent resi-
dent.

Downy Woonrecker, Dendrocopos pubescens. Permanent resident.

Eastern Kincrirn, Tyrannus tyrannus. Common migrant and breeder here.

Great Crestep FLycarcHer, Myiarchus erinitus. Regular migrant. A few
have been known to nest each year.

EasterN PHoERE, Sayornis phoebe. Regular migrant and nester.

*YVELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER, Empidonax flaviveniris. Two records for the
area; one, May 26, 1956; one, September 5, 1957,

*Acapian Frycarcuer, Empidonex wvirvescens. Regular migrant. about five
pair nest here each year,

Tramt’s Fuveatcuer, Empidonax traillii, Common migrant and breeder.
Berween 100 and 150 pairs nest in the area.

Least FLycatcHer, Empidonax minimus. A regular migrant. Rare nester.

Eastern Woon Pewee, Contopus vivens. Fairly common in migration; no
known breeding records.

*OLveEsioeEn Fuycarcusr, Nuttellornis borealis. An unusual migrant. Miller
noted one in the area in May 1951,

Nowruery HorNED Lark, Eremophila aipestris alpesiris. A common winter
bird. High count: 100 on December 18, 1955,

Prarie Horsep Larg, Eremophila alpestvis praticola. A permanent resident,
more abundant in winter. 405 were counted on December 17, 1956,

TreEE Swarrow, [ridoprocne bicolor. An abundant migrant and regular
Lreeder. On October 12, 19537, 4000 were estimated to be in the area. The
April northern flights are fewer in number, up to 500.

Bank Swartow, Riparia riparia. A common migrant, sometimes in flocks
numbering hundreds.

RovcH-wincED Swarrow, Stelgidopleryx rujicollis. Common migrant.
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Barn SwarLow, Hirundo rustica. Common migrant and breeder. Highest
number counted at one time, 200 an July 12, 1957,

CLiFF SwaLLow, Petrochelidon pyrrhonoin, Uncommon migrant, usually seen
in the spring.

PurrLE MarTIN, Progne subis. Common in migration, A few nest in the area.

BLue Jay, Cyanocitta cristata. Common permanent resident. In some years
large Mlocks migrate through here both in spring and fall.

Common Crow, Corvus brachyrhynchos. Common permanent resident,
becoming more common in the winter,

Fisu Crow, Corvus ossifragus. Permanent resident.

BrAck-CAPPED CHICKADEE, Parus atricapillus, Common winter resident in
years of abundance.

Caronmma CHICKADEE, Parus carvolinensts. An uncommon bhird here. A nest
with four young found on April 24, 1954,

Turren TrrMouUsE, Parus bicolor. Common permanent resident.

Warre-sreastEp NuTHATCH, Sitla carolinensis. An uncommon permancnt
resident,

REp-prEASTED MUTHATCH, Sitta canadensis. Occasional migrant.

Brown Creerer, Certhin familiaris, Fairly commaon migrant. Some winter.

House Wren, Troglodytes aédon. Common breeder, and recently a regular
winter resident. Six hirds were seen on December 17, 1957,

WinTerR WrEN, Troglodytes troglodytes. Tairly regular migrant, with a few
staying through the winter.

CaroLINA WrEN, Thryothorus Indovicianus. Common permanent resident.

Lonc-pinten Mawrsy Weren, Telmatodytes palustris. Very common nesting
bird., One winter record: a single found in the Preserve on December 6,
1957 and again on the 21st.

SHORT-BILLED MarsH WReN, Cistothorus plaiensis, Uncommen and at least a
one-time breeder, Two nests, each with three eggs, [ound on June a7, 1950,
Mo short-hills seen since 1954,

Mockisesirn, Mimus polyglottos. A permanent resident, becoming more in
evidence each year.

Careien, Dumetella carolinensis. A common breding bird, with a few winter-
Ing some years,

Browx TurasHer, Toxestoma rufum. A regular nesier, and an occasional
winter resident,

Romx, Turdus migratortus. A common breeder, and occasional winter Tosi-
dent.

Woon Turusn, Hylocichla mustelina. A regular nester here, and fairly com-
mMon migrant.

Heryr Turush, Hylocichla gullate. A regular migrant in small numbers.
A rare winter bird.

Swamnson's TurusH, Hylocichla wstulata, Fairly common migrant, spring and
fall.

Grav-cHeekep TurusH, Hylocichla minima. Regular spring and fall migrant.

Veery, Hylocichla fuscescens. Seen every spring and fall during migration.

EasTeErn Brurmirnp, Stalfa sialis. Fairly common migrant in the fall, less so in
the spring. No recent nest records.

BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER, Polioplila caerwlea, A regular migrant with a few
nesting records.



Gorpex-crowNED KiNGLET, Regulus safrapa. Common migrant, and rare
during the winter,

Runv-crownend Kincrer, Regulus calendula. Fairly common migrant with
occasionally a few in the winter.

Water Prerr, Anthus spinoletta. Common in migration in large numbers.
A few winter each year.

Cepar Waxwing, Bombyeilla cedrovum. Common migrant, with occasionally
a few remaining through the summer.

MWorTHERN SHRIKE, Lanfus excubitor. One record: an adult bird first seen in
the Preserve on November 14, 1954 remained until March 24, 1955,

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE, Laniug fudovicianus. A regular migrant. One wintered
in 1957-1958.

STARLING, Sturnus valgaris, Abundant permanent resident,

WhiTE-EvED Vireo, Fiveo griseus. A regular migrant and occasional breeder,

*YELLOW-THROATED VIREOD, Fireo flavifrons. A regular migrant.

*SoLITARY VIRED, Fireo solitarius. Passes through in migration. Three birds
observed on May 135, 1956,

Rep-evep VirReo, Fireo olivaceus. Usually a summer resident, and commen in
migration,

PritapeLrHIA VIREO, Fireo philadelphicus. An uncommon migrant, usually
seen in September, usually singles.

WareLing Vireo, Fireo gilous. Observed regularly during migration. A few
nest each year.

Brack axp Wurre WarnLer, Muiotilta varie. A common migrant, usually in
small numbers. Forty were seen, however, on September 6, 1954

FWORM-FATING WARBLER, Helmitheros vermivorus. Regular migrant,

*GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER, Permivora clirysoptera. Regular migrant,

*BLue-wincEn WARBLER, Fermivora pinus. A regular migrant in small
numbers,

TENNESsEE WaAReLER, Fermivera peregring. An annual migrant, sometimes in
groups up to 10 or more,

#ORANGE-CROWNED WarnLrr, Fermivora celala. An uncommon visitor. One
seen on November 2, 1959 in the town of Tinicum.

MNASHVILLE WaRBLER, Vermivora ruficapilla. Fairly common in migration in
small numbers,

Parvra WarpLer, Perwle americana. Observed yearly during migration.

YeLuow WaksLeR, Dendiroica frelechia. A common breeder and migrant. An
estimated 100 birds were counted on April 30, 1951, and 50 on May 12,
1957,

MasNoLIA WARBLER, Dendroica magnolia. Regular migrant,

Care May Wansrer, Dendroica ligrina. Seen oflener during the fall migra-
tion than in spring.

Brack-THroAaTED BLue WareLer, Dendrofea caerulescens. A regular and com-
maon migrant.

Myrree Warsrer, Dendroica coronata. An abundant migrant.

BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER, Dendraica wivens. Common migrant,

BrackBurRNIAK WarsLER, Dendrofea fusea. A regular migrant.

Cuestaur-sined WarsLrr, Dendroica pensylvanica. Commaon migrant.

Bav-preastEn WarsLer, Dendroica castanea. Fairly common migrant.

BrackroLL WareLER, Dendroica striaia. Regular during migration.



Rose-BREASTED GrosBEAR, Phencticus lidovicianus, Common migrant,

BrLue Grospeak, Guiraca caerulea. An uncommon visitor. Single birds ob-
served on August 2, 1951, March 12, 1952, July 17, 1952, October 1, 1957,
and June 13, 1958,

Inpico Busting, Passerina ¢yanea. Fairly common nester and migrant.

DicreisseL, Spiza americana. Rare visitant. One seen at the Adrport on April
7. 1958, and another on October 10, 1958 in the Preserve.

Evening Groseeak, Hesperiphona vespertina. An uncommon visitor in late
fall and during the winter, in small munbers. Eight appeared here on
December 10, 1955, and five were scen on October 26, 1957.

PurpLE Fincn, Carpodacus purpurens. Often a common migrant, but varying
in numbers [rom year to year.

Coaaton Revrorr, Acanthis flammea. Unusual winter visitant, Records show
25 on February 12, 20 on February 14, and 15 on March 13, 1953; and 39
on March 25, 1958,

Pixe Sisein, Spomus finws, Fairly common in migration and during the winter,
varying [rom year to year. High count has been 150 on December 10, 1956.

Antrrican Goworixen, Spinus fristis. Permanent resident, often Tairly abund-
ant during the winter. 5ix hundred were counted on January 23, 19535,

Rurovssmen Townree, Pifilo crythrofphthalmus. A common migrant, with a
few nesting and wintering.

Savannan Svarrow, Pesserculus sondwichensis. A fairly abundant migrant,
some wintering, and some usually nesting. In May and June ol 1950, Miller
[ownd 10 nests in the area.

Grassnorere Srawnow, Ammodramus savannarum. Formerly a regular mi-
grant with a few nesting each year; has not been seen in the area in the last
several vears, A nest with four eges [ound on June 235, 1950 by Miller.

HensLow's Sparrow, Passerherbulus henslowii. An uncommon fall migrant
Mo spring records, although it passes through several miles inland.

Vesrer Searwow, Pooecgles gramineus. A common migrant with a lew occa-
sionally wintering.

SWhrrE-wiINGeED JUNeo, Junco aifeni. A rarve vagrant, with ene known record.
Om December 11, 1955, Miller rapped an adult female at his feeding sta-
tion. Price confirmed the identification. Both authors were [umiliar with
the species in its western habitat. The bird was banded (#55-70164) and
released.

SLATE-COLORED JuNco, Juneo fivemalis, An abundant migrant, with large llocks
wintering in the arca. As high as 500 were estimated on December 24, 1954

*OpecoN Junco, Juneo oreganns, Casual visitor, with ene known record: a
single bird observed in a flock of native Juncos on November 23 and 30,
1052,

Tree Searnow, Spizefla arborea. Migrates through here and winters in large
numbers, up to several hundred in a scattered flock,

Cuipring Searrow, Spizella passering. Regular migrant and resident.

FizLn Searrow, Spizella pusilla. Permanent resident, hecoming quite evident
in fall and winter, appearing in numbers.

WhiTe-cROWNED  Sparrow, Zonotrichia lewcoploys. Fairly regular migrane,
with a few found here each winter.



WHITE-THROATED Sparnow, Fonolrichia albicollis. Abundant in spring and
fall, with large flocks wintering, December flocks often number in the
humlm(]s high count was 700 on December 20, 1952,

Fox Searrow, Passerella ilinca. A common migrant, with a few birds winter-
ing. Rarely seen in very large numbers. ]
Livcorn's Searrow, Melospiza lincolnii. Single birds occasionally seen 1n
migration: May 10 and September 27, 1953; two on May 13, 1956; one each

in October of 1936 and 1957.

Swanre Searrow, Melospiza georgiana. A common permanent resident. On
December 22, 1956, 212 were counted.

Sonc Sparrow, Melospiza melodin. Common permanent resident, with several
hundred in evidence during the winter.

Larranp Loncseur, Calearius lapponicus. Single birds seen in the area every
winter, Four were present on December 31, 1955,

dwow Busming, Plectrophenax nivalis. Small flocks observed each winter, the
largest number being 105 on January 20, 1952,

Species Observed in the Tinicum Area by Others.

Erp-raroaten Loon, Gawle steflata ... .. ... .................D. Cutler
Ganner, Morus bassanus ..., .. L h ey e il lespie
Evrorean Wincron, Mareca pcncﬁ:pe e e b e [ am D
Ornsquaw, Fi’angum hyemalts ..o. oo 00 diai P. DeAoun
Sunrr Scoter, Melanitia mer.s'pfrmﬂm . e Ao
ComMon Scorer, Qidemia nigra ... .. o e R et AT e
PurrLe GALLINULE, Pcr:'ﬁ}hj.rruia mmimrm ...................... Fryburger
e gy e R e A L AT i B D SO O LS 5 e e i O 3 P i i Bl G. Abbott
HLAER*NECKF.D Stict, Himamlopus mexicanuy ... ... ... ..... . Carl Lorop
IceLanp GULL, Lerus glavcoides ....o.ocviiieviainiaanan.. D Gutler
Fovar TEerN, Thalassetts maximis ... ..o ueinraerneanencns N. Hoy
D OV ER IR o B A e L e AN ctotote: o (afersanapotahe seis gnfalsont aiatmin sieed s areye futs P. DedAoun
WesTerN Kinceirp, Tyrannus verticalis ... ... ... ........ .. Cutler
CoMMoN RAVEN, Corvus comax ..o rinreiinnrarannases '.‘v-Ic-orc and Daly
CrERULEAN WARBLER, Dendroiea ceritled ... oo P. DeAoun
SHARP-TAILED SPaRROW, dmmospiza caudacuta ... ........... ... E. Finkle




