FIELD NOTES

Compiled by Pavr W. ScHWALBE

The year of 1959 started with a relatively normal winter followed by
up-and-down spring temperatures which produced a rather poor land-bird
migration.

The twenty-seventh Annual Spring Round-up was held on May Ilth.

Thirteen groups participated and saw a total of 253 species. This was the
largest number recorded on a Round-up since 1956 when 241 species were
seen. The largest group list was 166 species, totalled by two different groups.
The highest warbler count by one group was 29 species. Probably the most
interesting bird of the day was a Sprague’s Pipit, recorded by three different
groups.

The summer season, which averaged about normal, found an estimated
15 breeding pairs of Ruddy Ducks at the Brigantine National Wildlife Reluge
in New Jersey. A survey of breeding birds at this reluge on June 21 pro-
duced 76 species.

Cattle Egrets again nested in New Jersey this year, and the Glossy Ihis
had a sunccessiul nesting season producing at least 17 young.

One of the outstanding birds of the year was the Red-necked Grebe, A
total of 119 individuals was recorded at twelve different localities [rom Febru-
ary through April, with a couple of birds being seen in October.

Although not in this immediate area, a very interesting record is that of
the Hawk Owl found ai Concord, Mass, where it remained until found dead
on January 21, Several members of the Club tavelled 1o Concerd to observe
and photograph this northern visitor.

Concern continues for the Bald Eagle. Prol. Herbert Beck reported that
no successful breeding has taken place on Mt Johnston Island in the Susque-
hanna River since 18947, Julian Potter reported that in south Jersey, anlv
two nests out of ten produced young. The future docs not look good for this
magnificent species.

The House Finch continued to increase as a winter bird, with Dr. Wayne
Marshall of Ardmore, Pa, banding 96 birds. This Western linch was also
present at o feeding station in Haddonfield, N. J. for the greater part of
December.

Some of the more than fourteen Christmas Counts in which members ol
the D.V.O.C, participated are as follows. The Mount Holly, N. J. count
produced 40 species with three observers, while filty-nine observers in West
Chester, Pa. found 64 species including a Baltimore Oriole and a Western
Tanager. At Moorestown, M. ], sixty-cight people found 67 species of birds,
but 56 House Finches helped them obtain this number. Bucks County, Pa,
had a Wood Thrush which gave their seventeen observers a total of 76 species,
and thirty-three participants in Gloucester County, N. |, [ound 79 species.
Bridgeion, N, J. produced fifteen observers and 90 species; this group [ound
three Baltimore Orioles. Delaware County, Pa., with eighteen people in the
ficld, added, among others the Common Redpoll and Lincoln's Sparrow to
bring their list to 98 species. The five observers at Rehoboth, Del. chalked



up 123 species meluding a Glaucous Gull, European Widgeon, and 33 Brown-
headed Nuthatches. North of this area, 125 species were recorded at Bom-
bay Hook National Wildlife Refuge, Del. by 23 persons, with their count of
Brewer's Blackbirds coming to 200, At the Brigantine Refuge in New Jersey,
thirty-three observers saw a Yellow Rail and an Iceland Gull to bring their
total to 127, while twenty-seven participants at Ocean City, Md. saw 139
species, among which were some Common and Kin Eiders. Cape May, N. J.
took the honors in this area with 153 species recorded by forty-six observers.
Some of the highlights of this count were: Cattle Egret, Harlequin Duck,
Broad-winged Hawk, Whiterumped Sandpiper, Common Tern, Razorbill,
and four Brewer's Blackbirds.

Once again most of the reports for the year came predominantly from
three areas. These are listed below, and arve followed by other general records.

TINICUM WILDLIFE PRESERVE. Unless indicated otherwise the
reports for this area were made by George Lamb, Charles Price or John
Miller. Their initials follow the respective species seen.

Red-necked Grebe, Colymbus grisegena hoelbeelfii  (18), March 11,
(M,PY; (3) April 16 (M) ; Horned Grebe, Colymbus auritus (50} April 6
{M); Green Heron, Butorides vivescens, November 3 (M); Least Bittern
Ixebrychus exilis (1) April 29 (M); two nests, April 6 (M); November 3
(M,PY; Glossy Ibis, Plegadis faleinellus, (4) April 2 (L); Whistling Swan,
Cygnus columbianus, (1) April 10 (M) : Mallard, Anas platyrhynchos, (300)
December 17 (L) : Black Duck, dAnes vubripes, (700) December 17 (L)
Pintail, dnas acuta tzitzihoa, (G000) December 17 (L); Grccn-wingcd Teal,
Anas cavolinensis, (500 1) April 7 (M); (1200} December 17 (L) ; American
Widgeon, Mareca americana, (50) December 17 (L); Shoveller, Spatula
clypeata, (45) December 17 (L); Ringnecked Duck, Aytfiya collaris, (1)
December 17 (L) ; Canvashack, Aythya valisinerin, QOctober 30 (Lamplugh) ;
White-winged Scoter, Melanitia fusca degland:r, (3) October 14 (L}); Gos-
hawk, Accipiter gentilis, (1) November 16 (M) ; Broad-winged Hawk, Buteo
frlatypierys, November 4 (M, P) ; Peregrine Falcon, Falco peregrinus, October
15 (L} : Common Gallinule, Porphyrula martinica, (1) November 6 (M).

American Golden Plover, Pluvialis dominica, (Z) May 1; May 5, one
banded (M,P, Mears, Righy, Hetwely; (4) October 28, (1) November 2
{M,P) ; American Woodcack, Philoheln minor, (6) March 15 (M,P); Willet,
Catoptrophorus semipalmatus, (1) April 15, 14 (M); Greater Yellow-legs,
Totanus melanolewcus, (1) March 15 (MP): Lesser Yellow-legs, Tolanus
favipes, {11y March 15 (M. ; Long-billed Dowitcher, Limnadromus scolo-
paceus, (8 +) October 5 (M); Stlt Sandpiper, Mieropalama himantopus,
{20 1) October 5 (M) ; Hudsonian Godwit, Limosa haemastica, October 10
(Ly: (3) October 25 (Sawyer): Reeve, Philomachus pugnax, (1) Novemhber
1, 4, 13 (M,P); dmerican Avocel, Recurvivosiva americana, (1) October 9-14
(Ly; (1) October 25 (M,P): Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Coceyzus americanus, (1)
MNovember 6 (M) ; House Wren, Troglodyles aedon, (2) November 2 (P);
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Poliofitila  caeruwlea, November 3 (M); Orange-
crowned Warbler, Fermivora celata, November 2 (M) ; Yellowthroat, Geotl-
Typis trichas, November § (M}); Yellow-breasted Chat, lelerie vivens, Novem-
ber 2 (M,P) ; Bobelink, Delichonyx oryzivorus, November 5, 10 (M,P) ; Com-
mon Redpoll, Acanthus flammea, November 5 (M); Pine Siskin, Spinus



pinus, November 2 (M,P); White-crowned Sparrow, Zonotrichia leucophrys,
(10 +) MNovember 4 (M,P); Lapland Longspur, Calcarius lapponicus, (1)
November 12 (M).

BRIGANTINE WILDLIFE REFUGE. The following interesting species
were reported from this area: Red-necked Grebe, Colymbus grisegena hol-
boeilii, February 8 (Hughes, Devlin) ; Louisiana Heron, Hydranassa tricolor
ruficollis, November 7 (Russell, Armistead); Blue Goose, Chen caerulescens,
(6) October 24 (Mears, Price, J. Miller); European Teal, Anas e¢recca, March
17 (O'Brien, et aly; Rough-legged Hawk, Buteo [lagepus, February 14
(Sawyer) ; Bald Eagle, Holiacetus leucocephalus, October 18 (Saxon); Pere-
grine Falcon, Falco peregrinus, October 13 (Saxon); White-rumped Sand-
piper, Evolia fuscicollis, (6) November 7 (Russell, Armistead); Western Sand-
piper, Ereunetes mauri, November 7 (Russell, Armistead) ; Buff-breasted Sand-
piper, Tryngites subruficollis, (2) October 24 (Mears, Price, ]. Miller);
Marbled Godwit, Limesa fedor, October 10 (J. Miller, Price): American
Avocet, Recurvirostra americana, (2) October 10 (Price, J. Miller); (3) Oc
tober 13 (Saxon); Red Phalarope, Phalaropus fulicarius, May 17 (D. Cutler);
Gull-billed Tern, Gelochelidon nilotica, May 20 (F. Poole); Caspian Tern,
Hydroprogne caspia, November 7 (Russell, Armistead); Yellow-throated
Warbler, Dendroica dominica, (2) May 17 (D. Cutler) ; Mourning Warbler,
Oporornis philadelphia, November 7 (Russell, Armistead); Lapland Longspur,
Calcarius lapponicus, (2) November 24 (Price, J. Miller) .

LAKE ONTELAUNEE, Berks County, Pa. and vicinity. All of the [ol-
lowing records were reported by Dr. Earl Poole. Lesser Canada Goose, Branta
canadensis lencoparcia; Snow Goose, Chen hyperboren, (50) November 17;
White-winged Scoter, Melanitta fusca, (4) October 9; American Golden Plover,
Pluwialis dominiea, October 9; Spotted Sandpiper, Actitis macularia, October
28: Yellow-hilled Cuckoo, Coccyzus americanus, October 16; Brown Thrasher,
Toxostema rufum, October 25; Rosebreasied Grosbeak, Pheucticus ludo-
vicianus, October 25; White-crowned Sparrow, Zonotrichia lewcophrys, Oc
tober 19,

OTHER RECORDS

Reprnroaree Loon, Gavta stellata. Cape May Point, N. ]., April 12 (200 4)
(Wonderly) ; Penn Manor, Pa.,, November 1 (Sterner, Kronschnabel, Sehl).
RED-NECKED GREBE, Colymbus griscgena holboellii. Lake Como-Spring Lake,
MN.]J., February 28 (Price, Miller, Mears, Hetzel) ; Green Lane Reservoir, Pa.,
March 7 (1) (Reimann, R. Miller) ; March 28 (13) (Stweet); Penn Manor,
Pa., March 8 (Schl, Kronschnabel); March 14-15 (D. Cutler): March 22
{3y (Sehly; Tinicum Wildlile Preserve, Pa., March 11 (8) (Price, J. Miller) ;
(3) April 16 (]. Miller) ; on Delaware River, Yardley, Pa. to Frenchtown,
N.J.. March 14 (48) (Brady, Mecllvain, Thomas); Bombay Hook, Del,
March 15 (3) (D. Cutler); Springton Reservoir, Pa., March 16 (1)



(Schwalbe) ; March 18 (8), March 26 (1) (Hetzel) ; Mill Creek Reservoir,
Pa., March 28 (1) (Street); Boonton Reservoir, N.J., March 29 (7) (Het
zely; Trenton, N.J., April 7 (3) (Potter, Manners) ; Haddonfield, N.T.,
March 22 (1) (Sanville); April 8 (1) (Potter); Silver Lake, Del., April 25
(1) (Price, et al); Cape Henlopen, Del., October 18 (D. Cutler) ; National
Park, N.J., October 18 (W. Middleton) .

CatrLe Ecrer, Ardeola ibis. Cape May, N.J.. April 12 (8) (Wonderly);
October 17 (Mears, Price, J. Miller) .

Loutsiana Herox, Hydranassa tricolor. Wildwood, N.J., April 12 (1}
(Wonderly) .

YELLow-ckowNEp Niomr Heron, Nyctanassa violaceq. Wissahickon, Philadel-
phia, Pa., April (Jenkins) ; Rosemont, Pa., May 21 (Hetzel) .

AsrricaN Brirery, Betaurus lentiginosus. Tuckerton, N. J., April 5 (1)
{Kronschnabel, Sehl).

Grossy Ins, Plegadis faleinellus. Wildwood, N. J., April 12 (13 (Wonderly) ;
Carpenter's Woods, Philadelphia, Pa., April 20 (1} (J. Cadbury); Bombay
Hook, Del., April 25 (3) (Price, et al}; Cape May, N. J., October 25 (2)
{Hebard} .

WHISTLING SwaAN, Cygnus eolumbianus. Rancocas Woods, N. J., November 1
(16) (Harty).

FurorrAN Winceon, Mareca penelope. Shark River, N. J., January 12, [eeding
on grassy bank (Wonderly); Forge Pond, N. J., March 29 (1) (Hetzel).
BurrFLEHEAD, Glaucionetta albeola. Schuylkill River, Philadelphia, Pa., Octo-
ber 28-20 (3} (Ulmer).

Harveouin Duck, Histrionieus histrionicus. Indian River, Del., February 21
(Price, et al}.

Gosuawk, Accipiter gentilis. Hawk Mountain, Pa., October 4 (E. Poole) .
Rouci-ieceen Hawk, Buteo lagopus. Mullica River, N. |, January 3, dark
phase (K. Wright).

Gowpen Eacie, dquila chrysaetos. Hawk Mountain, Pa., November 2 (3)
{Ingersoll for Brounj.

BaLp Eacre, Haliaeetus lencocephalus. Roxborough, Pa., January 7 (1)
(Wonderly for Frost) ; Mullica River, N. [, January 8, {adult) (R. Wright);
Salem Co., N. ], March 29 (2) (Batezel); Hawk Mt., Pa., October "59 (32)
(Ingersoll for Broun).

Osprey, Pandion haliaetus, Higbee's Beach, N. J., March 8 (Livingston, Me-
Ilvain, Brady) ; Conshohocken, Pa., March 15 {Dornan) .

GyRFALCON, Falco rusticolus. Long Beach, N. J., January 29, light phase (M.
Broun}.

Tursey, Meleagris gallopavo. Eckwith, Berks Co., Pa., March 8 (3) (E.
Poole) .

VirciNia RArL, Rallus limicola. Delmar, N. J., January 11 (Jacobs).

Sora, Porzana cavelina. Bridgeboro, N. J., October 3 {12y, at night, one
banded (Harty).

AMERICAN OvSTERCATCHER, Haematopus palliatus, Holgate, N. ], April 3
(Way) ; Tuckerton, N. J., April 5 (2) (Kronschnabel, Schl); October 12
{14) (Frazier).



Cosmwmon Swire, Capelle gallinage. Rancocas Creck, N. J+ February 15
(Harty) .

PecrorAL Saxveiper, Erolia melanotos. Bombay Hook, Del., March 15 (2)
(. Cutler) .

Gravcous Gur, Larus hyperborews. Collingswood, N. J., January 23, adult
{R. Wright) .

BonararTE's GuLL, FLarus phifadelphin. Penn Manor, Pa., October 25
(Sterner, Kronschnabel, Sehly,

Roseate Terw, Sterna dougallii. Green Lane Reservoir, Pa., May 17 (1)
{Reimann, R. Miller) .

Rovar Tery, Thalassens maximus. Ocean City, Md, April 11 (254 (].
Miller, Price, Mears) .

Brack SKiMMER, Rynchops nigra. Ocean City, Md., April 11 (1) (]. Miller,
Price, Mears) ,

Comyon Murre, Urie aelge. Holgate, N. J., February 7, dead (Sawyer).
YeLLow-siLLEn Cuekoo, Coceyzus americanus. Cape May Point, N. I Novem-
ber 8 (Brady).

Grear Horven Owr, Bubo virginianus. Bryn Athyn, Pa., February 12, on
nest (Reimann).

Svowy Owr, Nyctea scandiaca. Holgate, N. J., November 21 (Sawyer) .
Saw-wHET Owr, Aegolius acadica. Mt Laurel, N. J., February 10, calling
(Harty) ; Pickering Beach, Del, February 21 (3), two banded (Price, J.
Miller, Mears, Hetzel) ; New Castle, Del., March 7 (DD, Cutler) ; Radnor, Pa.,
October 23, taken in mist net (J. Cadbury for Cregar); Langhorne, Pa.,
November 15 (Brady).

Repmerrien Woonrkeker, Centurus carolinus. Springficld Twp., Mont. Co.,
Pa., February 14 (Brodey) ; Newtown, Pa., October 10 (Armistead, Russell) .
Rep-neanen Wooprecker, Melanerpes erythrocephalus. Goshen, N. ., April
12 (1) (Wonderly).

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER, Sphyrapicus varius. Horsham, Pa,, March 22 (1)
(Reimann) .

Rep-cockapen Wooprecker, Dendrocofrs borealis. Gold Hill, Md., March
(no details) .

WesTERN Kinceikp, Tyrannus wverticalis. Collingswood, N. J., May 4 (1)
(Potter) ; Rehohoth, Del,, October 25 (1); Liutle Choptank River, M.,
November 1 (Armistead) .

Ouve-sivep Frvearcner, Nultallornis borealis. Norristown, Pa., March 29
(1} (R. Middleton) .

Rep-prEASTED NUTHATCH, Sitta canadensis. Swarthmore, Pa., Oclober 11 {3
(Lister) .

Swanson's TurusH, Hylocichla ustulata. Rancocas Woods, N, J.. November
2 (Harty) .

PrOTHONOTARY WARBLER, Prolonelaria cifvea. Fr. Washington, Pa.,, May 11
Altemus) .

Worar-rating WarsLer, Helmitheros vermivorus, Newtown, Pa., October 10
(Armistead, Russell).



ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER, Fermivora celata. Moylan, Pa, March 15 (.
Miller, Price) ; Tuckerton, M. J., October 10 (2) (Forges, Logen) ; Cape May
Paoint, N. ], November 11 (Brady).

Pine WarsLEr, Dendroica pinus, Lake Cotoxen, N. J., February 3 (Thomas
for McConnell) .

Parnm WanoLrr, Dendroica palmarum. Rancocas Woods, N. J., January 4 (1)
(Harty).

Connecricur WarsLer, Oporornis agilis. Norristown, Pa., May § (1), “second
spring record in forty-five years” (R. Middleton) ; Cape May Point, N. ],
October 11 (13 (]. Miller, Price, Mears) .

Rusty Brackeirp, Euphagus carolinus. Cape May Point, N. J., October 11 (2)
(J. Miller, Price, Mears) .

WesTern Tanacer, Piranga Indoviciana, Chester Co., near West Chester, a.,
December 7-31. Adult male in summer plumage, red face, yellow and black
plumage, wing bars, was seen by many observers and was also photographed,
thus qualifying it for the Pa. State records (D. Cutler) .

SuMMER TANAGER, Piranga rubra. Mt Laurel, N. J., May 17 (Reynard).

BLuE GROSEEAK, n‘."“:umm caerilea. Churchville, PPa., Mn 6 (L. Thomas for
E. Herzog) ; Militia Hill, Pa., May 16 (Weirick) ; Lhurchwlln’: Pa., May 17
{Reynalds, Sehl) .

Dicrcisser, Spiza americana. Somerton, Pa., December 20, 58 - January 15,
'59, banded (Sterner) ; Cape May Point, N. J., October 11 (64) (]. Miller,
Price, Mears).

Evening Grosseak, Hesperiphona vespertina. Roxborough, Pa., January 24-25,
at feeder (Ulmer); Stroudsburg, Pa., (500) all winter (Hebard); Pocono
Lake, Pa., March 28, (500-) (Street); Tuckerton, N. J., April 5 (301)
(Kronschnabel, Schl); Norristown, Pa, November 9-12 (R, Middleton) ;
Estelle Manor, N. ]., December 13 (50) (]. Jacobs).

House Fixcu, Garpodacus mexicanus, Haddonfield, M. J., December 1-16 (11}
(F. Poole, K. J. Potter}.

PINE S1sKIN, Spinus pinus. Mt Holly, N, J., December 13 (1) (F. Harper).
Bramervg, Fringilla montifringille. Huntingdon Co., N. J., at [eeder for
three davs; collected. The bird had the physical appearance of a wild, not
a caged bird (Stanton).

Orecon Junco, Junco oreganus. Upper Providence, Delaware Co., Pa., Novem-
ber 25 - December 81 (1), adult male at feeder (Schwalbe) .

Crurrivg Searrow, Spizella passering, Mt Holly, N. ., November 23 (1) (F.
Harper); Upper Providence, Del. Co.,, Pa.,, December 31 (1), at [eeder
{(Schwalbe) .

Cray-coLoren Searrow, Spizelln pallide. Paxon Hollow Rd., Springton Res,
Pa., May 16 (1). Bird was observed in song at close range for a long period
of time (Schwalbe) .

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW, Zanolrichia lewcoplrys. Thorolare, N, J., October
18 (6) (W. Middleton) ; Mt. Holly, N. J., October 19 (1} (F. Harper);

Rancocas Woods, N. ., October 24 (Harty); Marsh, Pa., October 31 (Street) .

LincoLy's SI’ARR(}H’, Me!a.ﬁ'pim lincolnii. Radnor, Pa., Qctober 5 (1) (K.
Middleton) .

Swow BuwnTing, P!rrc!mf;!mrm:r: nivalis. Penn Manor, Pa., regular all winter,
one present March 22 (Sehl) ; Penn Forest Res, Pa, March 28 (Streer).



GENERAL NOTES

ADDENDA TO “BIRDS OF BUCKS COUNTY" — The following notes

are the second supplement to “Birds of Bucks County, Pa.”, Cassinia XXXIX,

1953. A first supplement was published in Cassinia XLI, 1954, New species

are denoted by an asterisk. As the status of various species changes and as

observations dictate, further revisions and annotations will be made at
intervals.

RED-THROATED LooN, Gavia stellata. One bird seen on the Churchville Re-
servoir on May 14, 1957 (LST); one also recorded at Penn Manor on
MNovember 1, 1959 by Sterner, Kronschnabel and Sehl.

Rep-nrckep Grene, Colymbus grisegena holboellii. The widespread numbers
found throughout this part of the East in the spring of 1959 included 48
counted birds on the Delaware River between Yardley and Frenchtown on
March 14 (Brady, Mcllvain, Thomas) .

*Louisiana Heron, Hydranassa tricolor. One seen at Langhorne on April 10,
1956 (Brady), and one at Churchville on August 12, 1956 (Thomas).
Qserey, Pandion halizetus. Gantz and Hartman report that this hawk is a

fairly commaon transient along the river above New Hope,

Picrox Hawk, Falco columbarius. There have been several annual records
recently at Center Bridge during migration, according to C. Gantz.

AMERICAN GoLpEN Prover, Pluvielis dominica. An interesting flock on the
mudflats at Churchville Reservoir on October 10, 1957: 72 (Brady) .

SoLrrAry Sanprreer, Tringa solitaria. Common in migration along the Dela-
ware near New Hope (Hartmannj .,

BAkD's SANDPIFER, Evolin bairdii. Another record for this vagrant species at
Churchville, October 1, 1957 (Brady) .

Hupsontax Gopwrr, Limeosa haemastica. A single bird reported from Church-
ville on September 30, 1957 (Brady).

Barren OwL, Strix varia, Further recent records: Holicong, February 10, 1957
(Hartmann and others) ; Richboro, December 28, 1957 (L. and R. Thomas
and Brodey) : Jericho M, January 12, 1958 (Brady) . Apparently this owl
is present in our scattered woodlands more than the few authentic records
would indicate; a number of unconfirmed reports have been received over
the past several years from about the County.

SHORT-EARED Owr, Asio flammeus. Reported in the Holland/Feasterville area
in January 1957 and 1958,

Wurr-roor-wiLL, Caprimulgus vociferus. A regular transient along the river
at Center Bridge according to Hartmann and D). Johnson.

REp-pELLIED Woonrrcker, Cenlurus carolinns. Status changed from a casual
vagrant to a local breeder. Flas nested at George School at least since 1954,
and is seen annually there.

¥S01ss0R-TAILED FLycATCcHER, Muscivora forficatn. Richboro, May 22 and 23,
1957 (E. Traub and many others). One of the very few reports from the
Philadelphia region, and the first from Bucks County.

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE, Parus atricapillus, Breeds regularly near Center
Bridge (Hartmann). As far as present records show, this is probably the
furthest south that this species nests in the County. The overlapping with
the Carolina Chickadee has not yet been completely investigated.



MocriNcrirp, Mimus frolyglottos, Has become a permanent resident through
the lower half of the County at least, and is reported regularly in the
northern part.

"YELLOW-THROATED Warnier, Dendrofea dominica. Bull’s Island, although
politically a part of New Jersey, is situated in the Delaware River, a stone’s
throw from the Bucks County shore; here this species has heen reported
for the last few seasons, with at least one nesting recorded (Hartmann and
others.

MoursiNe WARBLER, Oporornis philadelphia. A recent record from Lang-
horne: May 20, 1956 (Brady) .

BLure Grossear, Guiraea cacrulen, In Avguse 1956, two adults with two
fledglings were seen at Churchville by the author and several others. The
species was reported again in 1050 by several Club members. The 1956
nesting was the first known in the County.

*Houvse Frwern, Carpodacus mexicanns, A number of these western finches
were seen through much of the winter (1959.1960) at a feeding station near
Morrisville, in company with several Purple Finches. Identification was
confirmed by Darby, Herzog and ‘Thomas.

Common RevroLr, Acanthis flammea. Reported from Penn Manor in
February 1958, March 1956 and December 1959 by Sehl and others. The
winter of 1959 found this species present throughout the County,

WaITE-cRoOwNED SParRow, Zonotrichia lencapliys. This specics is now report-
ed annually. Reynolds recorded seven birds at Penn Manar on December
8, 1957, and eight individuals al the same station on April 20, 1958,

LiNcorn’s Searkow, Melospiza lincolnii, Brady at Langhorne has found and
occasionally banded this species each spring since May 1956,

Larvawo LoNaseur, Calearius lapponicus. Two birds at Penn Manor, January
1, 1955 (Reimann). (Note: This item was partially omitted in the “Ad-
denda” of 1954, page 79) .

Sxow BunTing, Plectroplienax nizalis. A flock of 2004 in an old and weedy
cornfield near Richboro, December 26, 1959 (Clark and Thomas) .

MYRTLE WARBLERS IN CORN CRIB

In late September of this vear, during a day of bird movement through
the farm trees, I noticed a lot of activity around the corn crib. Investigating,
I found several Myrtle Warblers (Dendroica coranaia) flying in and out
through the slats of the crib. The crib still held a small quantity of last year’s
crop, and a number of small gray moths were fluttering and moving about,
like the common clothes-moth. The warblers were feeding on this insect (the
Angoumois Grain-moth, Sitotroga cerealella) , flying low to snap them off
the pile of corn and out of the grainy corners. Warblers and other migrants
pass through our valley every season, but this is the first time we have known
any species, other than Barn Swallows, House Sparrows, and an occasional
Phoebe, to enter any of our buildings. The corn criby, long and narrow and
15 feet high, with its airiness and bars of light and shadow might well
approximate a brushy thicket, and he inviting to an inquisitive and hungry
wood-warbler,

Russell E. Smith, Wycombe, Pa



SPARROW HAWK TAKES STARLING

On the alternoon of February 11, 1939, I saw a Sparrow Hawk, Faleo
sparverius, kill and devour a Starling, Sturnus vulgaris. Attracted by a com-
motion beneath the rose hushes about 35 feet from the kitchen window, I
discovered a female Sparrow Hawk, wings outspread, pinning a Starling to
the ground. The hawk's talons were gripped in the Starling's back. There
was considerable struggle, but the hawk kept its hold, and by continually
striking its beak at the base of the Starling’s head, it killed its victim in
about five minutes. After sampling its prey, the hawk flew to a nearby dog-
wood, smoothing its ruffled feathers and resting in the sun for half an hour.
Returning to its supper, it consumed most of the Starling, taking its time in
so doing. It then returned to its perch, stretched its wings, spread irs tail,
and rearranged its plumage. Aflter a short period of this kind of activity, it
flew back to the rose bush, locked quietly at the remains, apparently belched
a few times, rose and took off over the neighborhood trees.

: Dr. Edwin P. Staulfer, Cheltenham, Pa.

Editor's Note: Bent (U.SN.M. Bull. 197), says: “Almost all the swift-
flying hawks have been recorded as preying upon them (Starlings) at some
times. . ."; the Sparrow Hawk is not specifically mentioned. Dr. May in
“Hawks of North America” quotes Dawson (“Birds of California”) that the
Sparrow Hawk will take Meadowlarks and Brewer’s Blackhirds, birds of
comparable size to the Starling.

DUCK HAWK ENJOYS CHASE

At the Churchville reservoir during the October movement of ducks, I
was looking over a small flock of Mallards which had begun to mill about
excitedly. Several frantically jumped into the air and took off. A Peregrine
Falcon had come down the inlet over the trees. Singling out a big drake
rising from the pond the falcon made a casual pass which the [rightened
Mallard managed to sideslip. It looked like I would shortly be witnessing
the famous falcon stoop and an explosion ol feathers. Instead, as the Mallard
beat an erratic course toward the other lakes, the [alcon merely followed,
making no attempt to rise above the duck or to overtake it. The Mallard
moved fast, but the jetlined hawk scemed merely to loal along behind it,
“tail-gating”, as it were. Through my glasses I watched the Mallard disappear
over the far lake, while the hawk simply lifted higher into the air and
casually flew on out of sight. Was all this just a little passing [alcon fun?

Lester S. Thomas, Churchville, Pa.



