GENERAL NOTES

An Overlooked New Jersey specimen of Gyrfalcon: Neither Tumbull (1868) nor Stone
(L9, 100E, 1057) mentioned the Gyrfaleon (Falro rustizelus) as a Now Jersey bird, and
Fables (1055 mentions only five recent sight records for the state, Inasamuch as sight rec-
ords of this species are often open Lo the suspidon of being misidentications of large female
Percgrines (Faleo furegrinis) or other species, it may be of interest 1o call atication to 3
female specimen of Gyrlaleon in the light phase which hos been in the collection o the
Academy of Natural Sciences for approximalely @ centary. This specimen (AN Mo, 1209)
Bears on the label only the information “New Jersey = John Cassing™ with @ further T ion
“ho't New Jersey Marker.” It was oviginally entered in the catalog along with a scrics of
Goshawks {dsier afvieapillus = Aecifsiler genliiis) and listed as one of that species, The true
identily of the specimen was evidently ascertained ata mueh Tater date, posibly azound 1IH0O.
andd the correetion made in the catalog and on the label in another handwriting,

The only clue to the approcimate date of collection of this specimen s the name of
Cassin, John Cassin died in 1568, and so the specimen was obviously taken prior to that
date. The loction of the New Jersey Market vemains to be determined — probably either
in Camedens or Philadelphia, = Earl L. Poole, 500 Sunset R, West Reading, P

An Unpsual Gull Concentration on the Schuylkill River:  As 1 owas dyiving 1o work
along the West River Drive on Decemher O, 1861, 1 noted an wmesual concentration of h'?"ll!IH
on the Schuylkill River in Fairmont Park between the Falls Bridge and Peter’s Tsland. The
following day the mass of Livds was Turither downstream between the Belmont Pumping
Station and the Girmrd Avenue Bridge, amd on Deeember 11 they were concentrated between
Girard Avenue and Fairmount Dam, So wnusual was the gathering that people began calling
the Zoo weoask what was cansing this phenomenorn.

Suspeecting that a massive fish-kill had occurred, and than the gulls were following the
foed supply as it slowly drifted downsiream, T made a trip o the river bank on December 11
and Foued dead and dying small fish at many points between the Zoo amd the Falls of the
Schuylkill, This was reporled 1o Pennsylvania Fish Warden James Hazen, who later joined
the writer on this investigation. The matter wis also reported o the Thiladelphia Water
Depariment, which told me that the oil was washing off the Expressway and the River
Drives asdd that “there always were gulls along the river in wintertime.”

On the following weekend the activity of the gulls slackened, bat on December 17 8
again noted a concentration of gulls in the vicnity of Strawberry Mansion Bridge and
concluded that another eyele of pollution was in progress. By Saiurday, December 19, huge
numbers of guils were on the viver, and with my ficld glasses 1 coulil see them cating fish,
The heiviest concentration was from Strawberry Mangion Bridge o Perec's Tsland, and the
bivds were widely and evenly scaterced over the river, some hovering over the water, kot
most resting on the water and picking up fish, Larger and larger fish were becoming in-
volved in the fishekill, and many were oo large for the gulls o 1ift out of the waler.
Conditions continwed 1o deteriorate, and by Monday, December 21, the river was littered
with dead snd dying fish of varying sives. T colleced minnows of the genus Nobrofiia, com
mon and bluegill sunfishes, tessellaed daveers (Bofeosoma) , and carp up o lfteen inches
in length, On December 22 the news story foally broke, admitting the pollution and placing
the Blame o the Hunting Park Avenue plant of the Budd Company.

At the height of the concentration 1 estimated that alrut @ thousend gulls were pres
sent. 1 would ferther estimate that about 607, were Ring-billed Gulls {Larus delawarensis)
and 405, Herring Gulls (Larus argentains) . A number of Grear Black-backed Gulls (Lo
seerfrens)  subsequently appearcd. No o “white-winged” gulls were ohserveld. On oa noesial
winter day some 35 to 50 gulls, mainty Hervings, cn be counted at the Philadelphis Zoo. —
Frederick A. Ulmer, Jr. Philadelphia Zoological Gardens, Sdth & Girard Avenue, Philadel
phia, .

Early Hawk Flight at Cape May: Between 1000 and 11:50 AM, on the moming of
August 15, 1964, 1 observed @ sizeable carly hawk fight a0 Cape May Point, The week
previous had been quite cold throughout the East, and it possibly triggered the Might of
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150 immuture Brosd-winged Hawks (fwlee plalypierns) . 15 adolt Red-miled Hawks (Fuleo
Jamaiensis), twoe Sparrow Hawks  (Falre sporverins), and one Muash Flawk  (Cireus
eyanei) . The Brosd-wings were zoaving on the southwest wind in groups of 15 w 25 hirnds,
while the othos were llying lower in a northwesterly dircction.

This light seemed (o both William Bailey and me to be quite early, as indeed the
recovided hawk fights ar Cipe May commence about a week later than this date. — Alan
Brady, Wycombe, Pennsylvanie.

Notes on Olivesided Flycatcher Feoding Habits:  Tn sutamin aleng the Kittatinoy Ridge
in castern Pennsylvanis we occasionally see Oliveesided Flyearchers (Nuttaflornis sesolercas)
perchied on the tips of dead pines and hemlocks, From these lofty perches the birds repeatedly
dart into the air in pursuit of insect prey, Surprisingly, hewever, these are few, if any,
studics recovding the durations of these feeding fights, Even Bemt's Lile Histories fails o
supply this information.

This note presents the results of a few observations of the durations of Olivessided
Flycatcher feeding Dights. These were made on August 25, 1962, ar Hawk Mountain Sane-
tuary, Berks County, Pennsylvania, amd on September 8, 1963, 51 Bake Oven Knob, Lehigh
County, Pennsylvania,

Table 1
Mumhber of Flight Time in Scconds
Locition Ohservations T Min. Max. Mean
Hawk Mountain 14 1 7.4 R
Bake Oven Knoh ] 1.0 5.5 DAG

Observation of these binds also suggesis that they establish and defend feeding territories.
On August 25, 19062, for example, T wrote in omy feld journal that “intra-specific sivife
appeared wodevelop between two Olive-sided Flycarchers when one bivd attempted to land
it the same tree already occupicd by the other hisd, The approaching bind was driven away
by the bivd alvexdy on the perel, Tt landed on another tree about 200 feet o the east.” —
Domald 5 Heincechnan, G29 Green S, Allentewn, Fa.

White Ibis in Berks County: The dry summmer of 1964 broughe low water levels to Lake
Onitclianee, @ few miles novth of Reading in Berks County, Pennsylvania. With the low
levels came the wsual variety of waders which drepped in to feed on the exposed muodilats
at the hewd of the lake. Some bivds staved @ few days, others remained for weels Tollowing
the retveating water level, Each year that such conditions exist we in expect one or twe
unusual visitors,

On July 25, 150, while showing some visitors from abroad around the lake, my wife
and T Towml an immarere White Ihis {Eudeciimns albus) actively probing in the shallows
near the head of the fake. At times §ts head was completely submerged, as it waded in the
deeper waler up o §1s “heels” The striking white underparts, dark brown back, and pale
gray neck were set off by the pinkish basal portion of the long corved bill. We were able
to watch the bind at leisure aod Ooally got quite close before ic flew off o shove distance,
The white tderwings and rivmp were gquite conspicuous in fligh.

I notilicd several people of the record wpon my return home, and doering the next few
davs the bird was secne by ot least 16 observers — probably many more, Tt remained within
a fow hundred years of the spot where 1 first located it uneil August 4, after which it was
no longer scen.

Apparently this s the thivd definite observation of the species in Pennsylvania, Besides
Cassim's (1862) comment that it was “a vare strageler on the Delaware River,” we have one
ohicrvation at Springton Beservoir on August 25, 1951, by V, A, Debes and John Gillespic
{Ed — For an account of this record see Cassivde, 19311052, - 94, The date of the record
is, bowever, mmcorreetly staged therein as 1953 and another at Tinicom Wildlife Prescrve
on August 1, 1958, by John G, Miller and several other members of the DOV.OLC,
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It may be of interest to note that John Bull could find no records of the White This
from the *New York City aren”™ for the past 120 years, but he does cite two records from
New Jersey (both at Stene Harbor) and one from Connecticut. Stewart and Robbins {1958)
knew of no records from Maryland, — Earl E Poole, 509 Sunset Road, Wit Reading, a.

Herring Gull Nesting Colony in Barnegat Bay: On July 20, 1064, Mr. Stewand R
Maines Jr. and 1 visited a colony of nesting Herring Gulls {Larus argeniates) on Clam
Island, in Barnegat Bay about two miles west of Bamegat Light, The island comprises many
acres and is divided into three main seetions by channels, Man’s enly structure on the island
is 2 hunting shack, on the top of which we found an eccupied Osprey (Pandion halizelus)
nest.

We estimated about GEy pairs of adult Herring Gulls over the eastern po tiom of the
island., Most of the young bivds were on the wing by the time of our visit, but a few still
with remnants of downy plumage scarricd for cover when we approached wo doscly, We saw
no young in the pests that we found, The adult birds formed an umbrella over us and
complained continuously as long as we were on the islancl, In conerast, seme Laughing Gulls
(Lares alricifla) in the vicinity showed no concern al our presence,

Mr. Maines was the person who informed me about the colony. He, in turn, had learned
of the colony from Mr. Melvin Bjornberg, a local boatman. Aler my visit 1o the island I
looked up Mr. Bjornherg, who told me that he had known the bay arca intimately for a
quarter century or so and that the Hevring Gull colony had been there 25 long as he could
remember, He was not prepared to state, however, how mamy pairts were present in past
yoars, but he thought there had Leen ne preat change. Mro Bjornberg alse tolid me that
these was a Laughing Gull colony on another part of Clam Istand.

The fact thar Barnegat Bay is ravely covered by binlers during the spring and summer
seaseas undoubtedly delayed “discovery” of the Clum lsland colony. e would appear quite
probable also that the Herving Gulls sty guite close to the land during the nesting season.

As far as [ can (etermine, proviowsly published veports of the Herring Gull's breeding
New Jursey have perlained to individual nests, all located within the last twenly years. —
Charles H, Rogers, Princeton Muscuim of Zoology, Princelon, New Jerscy.

A Diurnal Warbler Flight at Cape May: On the afternoon of October 4, 1964, a day-
light flight of warblers was observed at Cape May Point. At noon the wind was sirong out
of the northeast, the sain was fairly heavy, and very few binds were in evidence, Ag the rain
pradually slackened, a number of warblers was noted llying south along the bay shore, com-
img from the genernl direction of the magnesite plant, passing over the old Witmer Stone
Sanctuary, and continuing on into Cape May Foint. The birds were in small groups made
up of from three to a dozen individuals. Several hundred birds were observed flying overhead
within a hail bour period, One cluster of these birds in 2 low patch of shrubbery on Pearl
Avenue consisted of nine species of warblers and a vireo.

By four o'clock thit afternoon the Paint was “alive” with warblers, a condition cevtainly
more to be expected at daybreak than in the lae aliemoon,

This heavy fight was also observed along the Highee's Beach Road by Robere H. Gramt,
who reported warblers flying towards the Point but at a higher altitude,

A diurnal warbler light of such Jarge proportions was unique in the expericnce of Doth
ohservers, — Alan Brady, Wycombe, Pennsylvania.

Some Observations on Upusual Feeding Behavior: During 1964 T observed three types
of bird fecding behavior which were new to me. The behavior pattems may Be known to
athers, but 1 had not seen them Lefore in fifteen years of observing birds in the covirons
of my home near West Chester, Pennsylvimia, Four species af birds were invelved: Hairy
Wonidpecker (Denedracofas villosus) . Robin (Turdus sigralorius) , House Finch (Corfodecs
smexicanig), and American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis) .

Gne behavior observation involved both a House Finch and a Goldfind:, On our double
dining oom window my wife and I have a simple freding tray, 2 ten-inch plank which
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extends the length of the windows, This is wsed extensively by a number of species and
provides abscrvation oppertunities froni a distnce of two feet. During the last three years
the House Finch has been one of the mote eommon birds 1o use this facility from about the
first of December through March. In the winter of 195564 the flock numbered about twenry.
Early in the winter Goldfinches appear only very occasionally in my back yand, bar towards
the end of the winter and into early spring they sometimes become vegular customers, The
House Finches feed almost exclusively upon sunflower seeds, and they are able 1o pick up
4 seed of almost any size and crush it open in 2 matter of a fow seconds, The Goldlinches
feed upon smaller seeds and grain, and when they do open a sunflower seed, it is a care.
fully selected one and the opening process invalves a considerably longer period of time,

At the time of my observation (April 4, 1964) the House Finch involved was 2 female
which had lingered on for several days after the rest of the flock had departed for the
summer, A single Goldfinch had been feeding on the tray for a few moments when the Howse
Finch alighted amd began to crack amd cat sunflower seeds. The Goldfinch approached the
Hwuse Finch and removed a suniflower seed kernel protruding from the House Finch's Bl
For the next ten minwtes or so the Goldfined benefited almost as mueh as the House Finch
from the latter's seed cracking ability, When not “rajdding the larder” dircetly, the Gold-
finch would pick up dropped fragments. The House Finch did not seem to vesent this free-
loading and made no atempt 1o chase off the Goldiinch,

The Hairy Wondpecker behavior was first observed on Janmary 11, 1964, The bird, a
male, picked up sunflower seeds from the grosnd amd carricd them to nearby trees, where
they were wedged in @ crevice, open, aml caten. This, of course, is a characleristic of the
White-breasted Nuthatch ($itta cazalinensis) . Ie appenied to be a new skill for this prrticilar
bird, aned he became more adepl as the day went on. He would feed in this way for 10.20
minutes, Jeave, and then veturn later for another session. The bird went through the sme
perfotmance the next day and again the following weekend, but 1 have not ohserved this
Bebavior since, although Hairy Woodpediors have continued 1o use the suet feeders,

My thivd unusual feeding behavior obsevvation concerned Robins hawking like flycatchers.
During the summer and fall of 1964 it was my habit to ke an hour's walk in the cvening
inie the woods and fields adjacent to my home. This walk carvied me through our com-
munity swimming pool property, aboul an acre of partially wooded land, In the grading
operations a {ew years ago the roots of o hall doren mature SO-E00 beeeh trees hid been
sufficiently disturbed to cause the tree lops to die out, These bare lop branches provided
Favoriie perches for a number of binds. During eatly September Robing were especially com-
mon, but T did not pay much atention 10 them, On September 18, however, 1 noticed tha
the Bivds were fiycaiching from these high perches, and this same behavior was ohserved for
about the next two weeks. Their inscet prey was laige enough to be seen in s 20x scope. 1
waould greess that they were either bees or large lies. August sl Seprember were both very
dvy months, and it s doubtful thil many worms came threngh the hard susface to fall prey
to the Robing, Perhaps the birds were suislying their protein hunger by catching insects, In
any case, the behavier was not obscrved after a heavy rain in carly October. — Freank 15
Moody, 826 Spruce Ave., West Chester, Pa,

Cabot's Tern at Stone Harbor: On Seprember 26, 1064, Allan Keith, Martin Isler,
Babert Connor, Panl O'Bricn and T observed & Cabot's Tern (Thalassets sandvivensis) on
the mud flats along the bay side south of the Stone Harbor (M.J.) heron sockery, The hird
wis with a4 group of seven Royal Terns | Tlalossenus maximis), some Common Terns
iSerna Alrunda) and vardous gulls. With  excellent Hght behind  wa, we stadicd (his
southern visitor for over twenty minutes with four seopes winl binoculars, The bicd apparently
wis asleep when we first noticed it Tdentilication was confirmeed when the yellow-tipped
Black bill was observed while the bird was preening. The gulls and terns few off before our
departure, but the Cabots Tern was seen again al the sume locality on the following day,
scptember 27, by another group of observers. Agsin it was in company with Royal Terns,
Efforts by additional observers to locate the bind after September 27 met with no success,

The presence of this bird may well have been attribmable 10 Hurricine Gladys which
passed well off the coast of southern New Jersey three days before our observation,

ad



Fables (dnnotated List of New Jersey Birds) gives two previous state rocords, ome in
l:-il!]t" J‘il'.l}' (:U‘u“'}' im 1861 and another at Beach Haven Inler on SI‘II}“‘I“II“:T 1. 1951, On this
latter date a Cabots Tern was also noted at Barnegae Light, perhaps the same individual
that was seen at Beach Haven. — Charles Lincoln, 392 Highland Ave., Upper Moniclair,
New Joersey.

American Flamingo at Brigantine:  When Edwin Bloor and 1 oarrived at Brigantine
Refuge early on the morning of August 25, 1964, we first checked the balletin hoard in the
listle registration building to sce what birds had been seen sinee our last visit, As most
visitors to Brigantine ave aware, this list sometimes includes birds that strain one's credulity.
A Flamingo reporied the day before was certainly in this category.

Our own observation of this bird was made about 900 in the moring. As Ed and T
were walking along the north dike the bivd llew in from the north, very lesw, NMew over the
west pool, and then dipped up and over the south dike and became lost from view. We
drove over 1o the sonth dike immediately but conld not relocaie the bind, To my knowledge,
this was the only oeeasion on which the now-famous Flamingo wis seen within the confines
of the dikes, and cven Lhis was & non-stop visit.

The Brigantine bivd was apparently first seen by Mr, Henry P Megargee, Jr on the
mormning of August 220 Mr Megargee was fishing in 2 channel on the casterly side of
Brizantine Refuge when the Flamingo flew over, in a south to north direction, at a heiglht
of aboit 100 feer. T ean well imagine Mr, Megargee's surprise, The bird was scen in the
early evening of August 22 from the northeast comer of the dikes by Edwin Daly, Esther
Swayer, John Yrizarry, and Robert Clesmont, Concerning this observation Mr.o Daly wrote
b me, in part, a8 follows: “We observed the bind for about fifteen minutes in all. When
firsl seen the bird was in a channel near Perch Cove at approximately 2000 yards distance. 1t
seemed wiruswal that the bivd was swimming in deep water sather than wading, We watched
the bird dip its bill into the water & few times, but iU did oot appear to feed. When the
Lird tock wing, it did so from the water and with more ease then ean be shown by some
ducks, The bird first headed southward but then swung back in a generally northerly
direction, We lost it in the distance while waiching it through 20x and 30x spotling scopes.
The bird appeared in excellene plumage and well colored.”

After August 23 the bird apparently remained in the vicinity of Doy I, several miles
northeast of the Refuge proper. Once this lecation was ascortained, a number of people
went out by boat to see the bird and most were suceessful, The binl remained in the area
uniil sometime in late November. Eforts were made on at least two occasions by Brigantine
Refuge personnel to capture the bind, but thess were unsuccessful. The Flamingo could
mat Be locaed in early December on spedal scarches made for il nor was it spotted any-
where along the copst by pilots making an aerial survey of waterfowl.

The Grigantine Flamingo was just one of several to turn up in the sortheast during the
Iate summer and carly Tall of 1961 The Somerset (MN.].) Messenger Gazelfe of Auzust 27
carried @ story of a Flamingo sighting in Bridgewater Township, which is in noribreemiral
New Jersey. While no specific date was given, it was presumably just prior to August 27

There were o loast two Flamingos in Massachusetts, as indicated by overlapping dates
at diMerent localities. The first one to appear showed up at Nantucker in mid-August. The
bird remained there Tor ahout two weeks, On August 23 one was seen at Lenox Reservolir,
Lenox, Massachusetts, and it was present also the following day, but not thercafier. On
August 25 o Flamingo (the Lenox bind 7)) appeared at Miznmic, Connecticnt, where it re-
mained until Seprember UL On September 16 one appered at Plum Islamel, Massachusetis,
where it remained until Oetober 24, This was, 1 believe, the last New England date,

There were at least three additional Flamingo sightings, On October 17 one was gighrdel
fying over the waters of Barnegat Bay, N.J., by Stephen Harey and William Russcll, whe
were at Barnegat Light ac the dme, T would stiongly suspect that this was not the Brigantine
bird, In Moevember cne was seen along the cenral Mudson River in New York Stae, fivst at
Caskill, then s Stockport, finally at Coxackie. This particular bivd was caught by two hoys
and takeir 1o the Delmar Game Farm near Albany, There was a sighting ar Pea Lslirnl,
North Caroling, on December 14 by Charles Steivly.
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It is havd to pinpoint the total number of individuals involved in these sightings, but
there were at least thiee {two birds in different parts of Massachuselts at the same time
that the Brigantine bird was present) .

It is impossible to stae with certainty from whence these Flamingos came. The OQctober,
1964, issue of Safari, the publication of the Tolede (Ohis) oo, reports that two of their
Flamingos “took off for the Mawmee Tslamneds and parts unkoown.” However, no dates are
furnished, bat it can be surmised from other portions of the article that this was a late
summer eccurrence. The Taledo Zoo has, incidentally, laid claim o the Flamingo which was
taken to the Delmar Game Favm, This escape might account for twe of the birds, but cer-
tainly not all unless the nember thae “took off” was misstated,

The Brigantine Flamingo was not, strangely enough, the st 1o be sighted in New Jersey,
Om May 20, 1941, Rebert Newman observed a Flamingo in the marshes off the Tuckerion
Road. Dr, Newman has written to me that he considered this bivd an escape amd although
it could fly he recalled having the impression thar the wings had @ one time been clipped,
Just two weeks earlier, on May 15, 1921, 8 Flamings had bees seen at Delaware City, Dela-
ware, by Joseph Cadbury and subscquenily by other observers, This bird appeired in excel-
lent plumage and showed no outward eifects of having Leen in caprivity.

I am indebted to My, David Cuatler, Mr. Edwin Daly, Mrs. Ruth Emery, Dr, Robert
Newman, Mr. Walton Sabin, Mr, Frederick AL Ulmer, Jr. and Me, Henry Whitley for much of
the information contained in this note. — James K. Merin, 200 Saravoga Terrace, Blackwood,
Muw Jersey,

Two New Delaware Breeding Records:  Tor the past two or three vears there has heen
consicderable movement of herons between the Delzware City, Delaware, area and Pea Paich
Tsland, located in the Delaware River. Although no trace of a heronry could be detected
from the mainland, it was almost a forepone conelusion that a heronry exisied on the island,

On July 11, 1964, David Cutler and T were finally able te visit this island, which in-
cludes an historic site known as the “Fort Delaware Siate Pagk.” During Civil War days a
lavge prison fort was located on the southern part of the fsland, and thousands of Con-
federate soldiers and officers were imprisoned there, The fort vemains in excellent condition.

On our first attempts o cros overlind Lo the preswmed heronry aren we were cone
Fronged by marshes and 2 dense impencirable underbirush. Carcfully evaluating the sitma-
tion we decided that the anly logical solution was to traverse the rocky eastern border at
low tide. Apparcntly our modus operandi was correct, far in approximately one-hall hour
we feached an avea with sufliciently large trees to support a heranry, Penetrating this thick
underbriosh we found oursclves in an area smwrated with heron nests. Our estimates of
Bivds present were as follows: Catile Egret (Bubuleus ibis), 25 with nests and young; Little
Blue Heron (Flovide coeruleay . 100 with nests and young: Common Egret  (Casmerodius
albus) 400 with nests and young Black-crowned Night Heron (Mycficorme nyelicorax), 100
with nests and young: Glossy 1bis (Plepadis faleinelius), 25 with nesis and young; Snowy
Egret {Lewcoplioys hulay, 15,

Muotion pictures were taken of both Catle Egrer and Glossy This nestlings, Neither of
these species had been previously knowin to nest in Delaware,

An actual count of nests in the heronry was impossible a0 the time beeiuse af the dense
foliage. Late in Octaber the sres was visited again and found 1o contain approximately 700
neits. — Herbert S Cutler, 1711 Newbold Lane, Philidelphia 18, P



