GENERAL NOTES

Varied Thrush wintering in the Pocono Mountains: A male Varied Thrush arvived in late
November, 1971, at the feeders of Glarence Bonser in Pocone Lake, Pennsylvania, It appezred
with a flock of about twenty Evening Grosbeaks and depanied when the last grosheaks lef a
the end of April, 1972, The bird appeared almost daily, usually in the moming, Breul crumbs
seemned o be the principal dict, bo seed was also mken,

Bonser, who maintains a feeder complex which attracts an amazing variery of wildlife,
yecognized the new arrival as a species he had never noted before and identificd it through the
ficld guides. He subsequently showed it wo others but did not yealize the importance of the find,
and I regret that more of us were not notlied of the oce LrTene the rime.

Bonser's extensive [eeding operation is most interesting. In the winter of 1971-72 he fed
approximately seventy deer, Several deer and one bear have fed from his hand, as do e
chickadees, chipmunks, squireels, and some recoons. There are wwenty or so bird feeders and
travs which have been designed o accommodate birds of various sizes 10 the exclusion of
cthers. It is litde wonder that birds congregate there and that any siray from the west that
happened 1o arrive in the are wouald graviae o ta weming place.

This is apparently the third record of the Varied Thrush in Pennsylvania and the lirst for
the Pocono region. Details on the two earlier stne records are furnished in Cassinga, Mo, 52,
PR 36-37.

—Phillips B. Street, RFD |
Chesier Springs, Pa. 19425

Red-breasted Nuthatch Breeding in Delaware County: On May 26, 1973, Mrs, Johon Me-
Williams telephoned me 1o siay that she had been watching a pair of Red-breasted Nuthaches
feeding voung in a hole in a tree at Swarthmore, Delaware County, Pennsylvania. T met her a
the site about 500 A, that day, and the adult birds very soon appeared with foodd for the
YOUNE.

On the [ollowing day the birds were observed on several oceasions, When [ was present with
Stevens Heckscher, he saw at least one young bird poking its bead out of the nesting hole,
The bird already showed the white eye stripe quite plainly, and it seemed clear that the birds
would soon be ready 1o leave the nest. This proved w be the case, for on May 30 Mrs.
McWilliams found three young birds being fed by the two paremis in wees not far {rom the
nesting hole. On the following day Mrs. Joseph Brethwaiie saw iwo young there, and that
appears o be the last that was seen of them,

The nesting hole was abowt twenty feet from the ground, in a nearly dead maple oee.
There were several holes, apparently made by Downy Woodpeckers, and the one used by the
nuthaches faced sowh and was shelwered by the stub of a broken branch just above it The
tree stands gt the side of the Swarthmore High School playing lield, apd so most of the week
the site must have been very noisy, Forunaely, the discovery was made on a Saturday
moming, and so on that day and the next the hirds could be watched in comflor from the
road while all was quiet.

This appears 10 be the first successful breeding record of Red-breasied Nuthatehes in any
part of Pennsylvania away from the mountains, The locition is bavely two bundred feet above
sea level and is only a few miles from the Delaware River (Ed—In late March, 1973 Jesse
Grantham discovered a pair of Red-breaswed Nuthatches ac 1 angwond Gardens, Pa. The female
was working on a nesting site in a limb which was subsequently cut down).

—Horace G. Alexander, 305 Rutgers Avenue,
Swarthmore, Pa. 19081

Red-shouldered Hawk feeding on earthworms: On 30 December 1972, in the village of
Greenwich, Cumberland Cownty, New Jersey, I was enjoying an unusually good view of a Red-
sheuldered Hawk that had perched low in a tree on a lawn. Alier [ watched the bird a shon
time, it left the wee and flew down on the lawn where it immediately began o pick at some-
thing here and there that I at first couldn’t see but eventually made out o be carthworms, The
hird made no use of its talons but pulled the worms with its beak only and swallowed them
s0 quickly that only occasionally could the worm be seen before it was devoured.

The weather had been unusually wet and the temperature much above normal for this sea-

som of the year, There was a light rain the day of the observation with the temperature at
P F.



Earthworms have been known o be a pant of the dict of the RBed-shouldered Hawk, Bene
{Life Histories of North American Birds of Frey, U5 National Musewm Bulletin 167, 193E)
mentions that of 220 stomachs examined by the Biological Survey, one contained earthworms,

—Joseph A, Jacobs, 1928 Hillorest Avenue,
Pennsauken, New Jersey 08110

Swallow-tailed Kite in Cape May County: On May 12, 1972, T was enjoying a leisurely
spring day in my yard when I noticed a large black amd white plumaged bird soaring some
disance away. The bird's idemtity as a Swallow-tailed Kite was immediaely evident when 1
uscd my binoculars, The bird semained in the area in constant view from the tme 1 first S0
td o S5 PLOM, 1o 505 Pl OM., and during than time several other people were able 1o see
it A hit later, an 6:35 P, M., my wile Doris and I saw the bird dive it a wooded area of the
mearby Rutherford farm,

I was out early on the following moming and, in fact, 1 spent much of tha day scarching
for the bird in lower Cape May County. My search was not suceessiul, However, the bird was
reparted soaring over Pond Creek marsh on the 18th and 15th by Alfred Nicholson, 1 ab-
served the Kite in the same general area on the 16th, 17th and 180,

On May 1820 the annual spring mesting of the New Jersey Audubon Sacicty was held
in Cape May. As il not wishing to disappoint the large number of observers on hand the bird
reappearcd. A number of prople saw it on May 20 in the Highee Beach area and it was, need-
less 1o add, the bird of the weekend.

I know of no repons of the bivd afer May 20,

—Frank W, McLaughlin, Box 609, B, D. 2,
Cape Mav, N, ]. 08204

Chuck-will’s-widow in Center City, Philadelphia: On April 16, 1972, a group of some thiny
members of the Acudemy of Natural Sciences located 2 Chuck-will'sswidow near the Phila-
delphia At Museurn. We observed the bird very close range and Aushed il a number of
umes belore it Iast sat for us on the south side of the museum, along a sloping pant of the
stone wall,

Mr. Paul Herley was able 1o obtain Bmm movies of the bird, and prints from his film show
the very large size of the bind, the large il extending some distance bevond the wing Lips,
and the general light eolormion, These feaures would differ in the Whipepoorwill,

Wsofar as T know, this is the thind Pennsylvania record and the first conlinmed by photo-
graph. Poole (1964) lists two previous records, both from the Philadelphia area, in 1942 and
1943 (Pennsylvania Bivds, p. 412),

—Stephen T Harty, 450 Timberline Diyive,
M, Holly, N_]J. 08060

Scissor-tailed Flycarcher st Tinicum: While patrolling the Tinicum Wildlile Preserve on Oct-
ober 10, 1972, for possible game law violations, I heard and saw a Scissor-wiled Flycatcher
in {light. “The bird flew over at a beight of about 150 feet, and the long il and pink sides
were readily apparent. With the morning sun to my back [ Bad excellent views although T did
mot see the bird perched,

—John C Miller, 1220 Prospect Ave.,
Prospect Park, Pa. 19076

Purple Sandpiper in Gloucester County: While studying bird populations along the Delaware
River shore briween Birch Creek and Raccoon Creek (approximatcly one mile west of Bridge-
port, New Jersey) on 21 November, 1872, 1 observed a Purple Sﬂllillﬂp-!'l. The bird was fuite
tame and permitted me close views over a period of [ifteen minates or so, The bird Fimally
Hew off, and 1 relocated it a bic later several bundred yards northease of the spat where |
first saw it. When the bird took off a second dme, it flew due north over the apen river,
possibly bound for the Pennsylvania shore.,

Athough the Purple Sandpiper has been observed as far up Delaware Bay as Pickering Beach
and Bombay Hook, Delaware (dudubon Field Notes, 1068, 2HE: 178 and 22(3): 426), [ know
of no prior records as far north as Gloucester County. The species was not mentioned by
Edward K. Manners in his article “Shorebirds Along the Delaware” {Cassinia, 1945, 45:28).
Poole (1964) reported no records from the Delaware Shore in Pennsylvania and only four
recent sight records in the state, all from Presque Isle on Lake Erie,

—David C. Zumeta, Jack McCormick & Associates,
260 Waterloo Road, Devon, Pa. 19335



Pilcated Woodpecker in Gloucester County: While surveving bird populations in a small area
of red maple, sweet gum, black cherry, sassalras, and oak forest porthwest of and adjacent 1o
Route 130 one mile sowth of Bridgeport, Gloucester Coumty, New Jersey, on 10 May, 159735,
we were amazed 1w hear the @il of a Pilemed Woodpecker. Upon locming the hird, which
was perched abour 35 feet up on the trunk ol a dead oak in the northern section of the wood-
Jot, we observed the bright red whisker sripe chamcteristic of an adult male. Alter a few
seconds the wondpecker called a second e and few within 30 feet of us 10 a sued of dead
black cherry and sassafras trees in the wesiern section af the area. The bird perebed motion-
less i full vicw for several minutes and then few north-nonbeasi for at least one-hall mile
toward Bridgeport wmil it was Jost from view, We observed the bird in excellent light with
Pl hinoculars from a distance of 50w 200 feet from approximately #:50 1o 8:55 AL

This record constiutes one of the few observations of the Pileated Woodpecker south of
Burlingion and Ocean Counties in New  Jersey since the carly 1890's, Witmer Swone (Bird
Studies ot Old Cape May, 1957, p. 662) cites a nesting record in Cumberland County in 1893
and then states: “Our only subsequent record for somhern New Jersey is a single hird seen by
George Morris on the Egg Harbor River about May's Landing, on March 25, 1508."" Fables
{Annotated List of New Jersey Birds, 1955, p. 45) ciwes three records [or the pine barens of
Ocean County in 1956, 1938, and 1951 but gives no records [rom further south in the state. No
mention is made of additional unusual records in the Umner Oraithological Club's First
Supplerent to the Annotated List of New Jersey Birds (1959). More recent records include
oie seen on 12 Sepiember, 1957, ar Cape May by Roborr Lo Haines ({Cassinia, 42:31), one
observed by “brs. Stoner” during the spring ol 1962 near Medlord Lakes in western Burlington
County (New Jersey Nature News, 17(3): 108-109), and an individual observed by Hary Gold-
siein on 24 May, 1970, at Estelle Manor in southwestern Atlantic County (New Jersey Nature
News, 25(4) 165}, None of these records is substantizted with further deiails.

It is interesting that most records of the Pileated Woadpecker in sowthiern New Jersey over
the past eighty years have been berween late March and late May. Thus it is probable that the
aceasional observations of this species during the spring in southern New Jersey miay b al-
tributed to a decided but slight southernly movement from central and northern New Jersey.

—David €. Pumets and Stanley Siahl, Jack MeCormick & Associates,
B0 Waterloo Road, Devon, Pa. 19333

Black-throated Gray Warbler in Delaware County: At approximately 11:00 A.M. an November
20, 1972, my wife and I came upon a male Black-throated Gray Warbler in a pinc tree in a
small public park in Swanbmore, Pennsylvania. 1t flew close past us and then setled again
some fifteen or (wenty feet up in another small pine tree not mare than twenly feet from us.
Tt was [eeding very actively and so was nol easy o get in binoculars, However, within the next
two minutes we had very clear views of its characieristic [eatures, especially the strong comtrast
between the black throat and white underparts, the black cap, the iwo broad white bands above
and below the eye, and the gray back, The bird is not one with which 1 am [amiliar, and so
I did not leok lor the yellow spot by the eye. This was seen subsequently by
other observers. When the bird flew off, we did not [ollow it as we wanted o alert other
observers.

The bird could not be found later in the day on November 29 or on the following day. A
search on December 2 was similarly unsuccessiul, However, Mrs, John McWilliams found it al
exactly the same spot on December 3, again in mid-morning. Therealier it was seen by
several other observers over a period of several days. To my knowledge, the bird was last
seen on Decembser 13,

The bird was twice seen @t about 850 AM., with the other observations being about 11:00
ar showly thereafer. It never stayed for more than a lew minutes, and no one discovered
where it spent the rest ol its time. Most of the immediaely surrounding arca seemed quite
unsuiable for an insect-cating bivd so late in the sepson. Two or three observers heard 1ts
characteristic call noie.

This appears w be the third Penmsylvania record, Poole cites a 1912 vecord from Wyoming
County (Birds of Pennsylvaria, p. 56), and on September 20, 1972, 2 female wis seen and
photographed ar Whitchall, Peansylvania (dmerican Birds, Vol. 27, Koo 1, p. 59). (Ed.—The
fourth state pecord was nol long in coming, On Janwary 15, 1975, one=either a female or
immature male—was picked up dead in Gladwyne, and a skin was made by Jean Milmine of
the Schuylkill Valley Nawre Center. According o G, Bernard Van Cleve, there have apparently
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been no reconds of the Black-throared Gray Warbler in o western Penosylvania, although there
are a lew for nearby portions of Ohio and New York)
—Horace G. Alexander, 305 Ruogers Ave,,
Swarthmore, Pa. 190x1

Alcids on Long Beach Island: During ihe winter months it is nol uncommon o lind an
occasional Dovekie or Rarorbill washed up on the beach., Usaally they e found dead, oiled,
and in poor condition. Very seldom do we lind a Murre.

I March and April, 1975, no less than nine alcids were found on he beaches Trom Barmegat
Light to Margaie, New Jersey, OF these, seven were found alive, broughi io a home e Beach
Haven where they were fed and walered and, except for human error, might have survived,

Imvmediately afler a severe casterly stonm in late February, 1973, the birds began 1o appeas:

Mlarch | Dovekie, found dead, oiled, a1 Beach Haven.

March 4 Razorbill 1, imomaare, found alive, oiled, at Beach Haven.

March ¥ Common Murre, found alive, oiled, at Beach Haven,

March 100 Ragorball #2, adult, found alive, oiled, at Barmegat Lighi,

March 10 Thick-billed Murre, found dead, oiled, o Barnega Light.

March 1€ Raeorbill 73, adult, found alive, oiled, at Brigantine.

The live birds were mken o the home of Mr and Mres. J. H, Chamblin in Beech Haven.
Mrs. Chamblin was able w feed them, lorcibly ae first bue then from ber hand. In addioon,
she mught them o drink water from a dish, This is pariicularly remarkable when you realize
thaat these birds canght their food alive fom the sea and surely never had ocoasion 1o get a
drink ol water. Mrs. Chamblin was also able 1w remove the worst of the oil with comstarch.

Elforts were made o lind a home more suitable than a babiob in an aparmment. Arrange-
ments were in progress o wansfer the bivds o the Washingion, DVC, Zoo, Ac this point the
four birds were accustomed to their sumoundings and 10 the presence of humans, and they
were happily cating [rozen squid and small [rozen baie fish 1o the wne of several packages
a day, To reduce the fomd bill, some live minnows netted in the bay were sl There was no
question that the birds enjoyed the focd, bug with fal resulis o the three Rasorbills, T was
learned than the [ish were infested with a parasitic worm that quickly invaded the bivds and
so damaged their internal organs ihat all three were dead within 24 hours. Somehow, (the
Murre was not alfecied. This bird was taken to the Washington foo where it became the pet
of the curator and his stafl. Regrettably the Murre disd of unknown causes after more than
cight weeks with its [nends, However, this was not the end of the alcid swory, The following
additional bivds were [ouand:

March 30 Razorbill #4, immatare, found alive, oiled, at Beach Haven,

April 12 Razorball# s, adult i breeding plumage, found alive, oiled, at Margate,

Apnl 15 Raeorlnll 6, immatare, found alive, badly emaciated, at Beach Haven.

Again Mrs, ChambBlin fed the birds, muoght them o drink water, anempted w clean theis
frachers, and finally sent them o the Washington Zoo, This tme vwo of the birds died within
a few davs, The third wis still alive three weeks Iater, and T have no word on its ultimate Ge.

It has been suggested that the reason the birds died was that they could not adjust w the
drastic change in their environment. We do not agree. The cavse of death of the frse three
Rarorbills has been definitely established. The others were weak and emaciausd when found
and could be held only a few days belore being sent to the Washinglon Zoo, The remaining
Rarorbill had nearly two weeks in which o regain strength and was able w withstand the wip
and change. Also, it was not allowed 0 come in contact with as many people 35 was the
Murre, but rather was kept in more isolated gquarnters, We believe that with the proper facili-
ties, time, and money, disalled birds such as these could be saved.,

I was invelved rom the beginning in siudying and phowgraphing these birds, Tt was guite
an expericncoe o pet a Murme, o have 3 Ragorbill nibble your linger in search of food, and
o find difficulty in focusing on another Razorball thai persisted in waddling toward the camera
amd thrasting its beak toward the lens.

Among the many persons interested in these birds were officers of the New Jersev Audubon
Society, scientists from Pataxent Wildlile Research Center and the Smithsonian Institution,
and stall members from the Philadelphia, Bronx, and Washington Zoos. In addition, the U.S.
Coast Guard, Atlantic City, issucd a special message alerting its men o search for ail spills
an ses s o report any more oiled birds that might come o their atention. Finally, the Ashuery
Park Press and locl newspapers published accounts of the [inding of these birds, with emphasis
on the cause af their distress, and giving eredit to Mrs, Chamblin for her effores o save them.

—Benjamin C. Hiatt, 9 51 Andrews Lane,
Tuckerton, N.J. 08087




Heavy Spring Migration of Hawks over Longwood Gardens: On 16 April, 1972, with heavy
low cloud cover and sirong winds from 1he south-southeast, 1 observed quite a few northerly
bound Marsh Hawks and Sparmow Hawks passing over Longwood Gardens near Kennett
Sguare, Pennsylvania. Realizing that mid-April was the peak time for norcherly bound vapror
migrams, [ speculated that the birds noted on this day were o probable prelude o an advane ing
mavement of birds held up by several days of inclement weather which was forecast o hreak
the next day,

The following morning, 17 April, atermpted o ger in ouch with several other shservers,
but only one, Mrs. Joseph Brethwaite of Villanova, was able o be present. The weather had
broken early that moming with clear skies and strong northerly winds, Mrs. Brethwaiie arrived
it 350 AL, bul oo meaningful nember of hawks had begun 1o pass over, By 1090 AL
from my position on Longwoml T began noticing individual hawks prssing low overhead and
made amngements w @ke e remainder of the day off. T arrived a1 our ohservation ares,
high hill overlooking much al the surrounding countryside, ot approximately 1100 AM. Na
subsumtial namber of hiawks had Begun o move, but an hourly ol was begun at this time.

Berween 1100 AM. and 100 P.M. 152 binds passed overbiead, and of these eight were
Ospreys and 132 were Broad-winged Hawks. The number of birds then steadily increased as
the day progressed. Hourly worals for Broad-wings were as follows: LO0-2:00 PM., 365 2:00.
SO0 LML, G4 S00-2:00 PLM., 773 400500 P.M., 286; 5:00-5:530 P.A., 43, The wial num-
ber of road-winged Hawks on 17 April was 2243, Also wllied were 28 Sparrow Hawks, 27
Ospreys, four Bed-shouldered Hawks, three Cooper's Hawks, a Black Vultwere, and subsienial
numbers of Sharp-shinned Hawks and Red-iiled Fawks, This ended the heavy flight. The
tallowing day only ifty Broad-wings and three Csprevs were counted.”

As $indicated, the reason Jor this mass everland Might was undoubtedly the back-up of hirds
due 1o dnclement weather. The hirds bad probably moved easpwand, Ethering along the western
shores of Chesapeake Bay, Having no Wige or reason o cross the bay, they waited on the
western shore for the wemher 1o break, When this ook place, all the bisds moved up ihe
coitstline 1o the head of the bay, which is on s almost direc north-northeast line below Long-
wond Gardens,

There were obviously many more birds going north on 17 April, as 1 imagine the mass of
birels had spread om considerably by the time they arrived over our area, We could see many
birds quite far off in the distance moving the the same narthward direction, but it was im-
prossihle o count these.

While my rescarch may be incomplete, T Bave not come across any prior report of such a
massive ene-day spring rapior migration in this are,

—Jesse Graniham, Longwonod Cardens,
Kennett Square, Pa, 19348

Secand Nesting of Herons, Egrets, and Thiss On 5 banding wip in Absecon Bay, New Jersey,
on July 21, 1972, 1 found numbers of new nests wiih eggs. These nests were of the Glossy Ihis,
Snowy Egrer, Litle Blue Heton, Lowisiana Heron, Green Heron, Black-crowned Might Heron,
and Common Egrer. The Glossy Tbis nests were the most common, followed by Liule Blue
Heron, Snowy Egrel, Louisiana Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, and Green Heron, There
was only one nest of the Common Egret.

On Auguse 19, 1972, 1 returned 1o the nesting area in company with Samuel Orr. Most of
the nests haed young, bur there were also young out of the nest. We banded o few hupedyed
bircts 1his day.

Insolar as I know, this nesting coleny had no earlier nesting failure due 1w beivy rains
or abnormally high tides. “This is the first tme in ten years thal an apparent second nesting
oceurred onmigsse,

—John C. Miller, 1220 Prospect Ave.,
Prospect Park, Pa. 19076

An Unusual Nesting of the Mourning Dove: While looking ot bird nests in e Old Fan
Milflin grounds on April 28, 1972, Samuel Orr and I Aushed & Mourning Dove from the
ground. We found a nes containing two egps in the honeysuckle, In a number ol veurs of
hunting for mests this is the st time T Bave fooand a Mouming Dove's nest on the ground,

—John €. Miller, 1220 Prospect Ave.,
Frospect Park, Pa. 190745
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Maockingbird Building Dummy Nests: On June 5, 1972, I noticed a pair of Mockinghirds
carrving small twigs 1o one of the pine wees in my vard. [ easilv located the nest, which was
aboiut hall compleied. T waiched for another hall hour or so as the birds continued to ke
twigs 1o the wee, and then 1 noticed one bird carvying twigs fly out of my yard © a neighbor's
yard. The bird returmed withowt the twigs, and then the second Mockingbird went through the
same motions, This second nest, located in a bush and constructed by the same pair of birds,
was also about hall completed,

Several davs laer 1 checked both the pine tee and the bush and found both neses stll
unfinished. There were no Mockinghivds around at the time.

It appeared e me as though this were a case of the birds building dummy nests. a habit
with which I was not previously familiar in the Mockingbird.

—John C. Miller, 1220 Prospect Ave,,
Prospect Park, Pa, 19076

Albino Canvasback in Camden County: Between June 16, 1972, mnd June 15, 1973, 1 made
daily waterlow] coums in the Pennsauken, Cameen County, New Jersey, area, Most of my
attention was concentrated on the north end of Pety's Island where large flocks of bay ducks
gather, These daily counts were taken each morning over time spans ranging from thiny min-
s 1 o howrs,

On the moming of April 5, 1975, I noticed an all-white Canvashack in with a group of 18
other Canvasbacks, On that panicular moming I could net spend much time afield. A closer
look would have cost me about thirty minutes in walking tme, and 1 could only hope that the
alline would be there the following morning.

I returned with my brother about 6:00 AM. on April 6 and immedimely spotted the bird
again, this time with a group of 40 Canvasbacks. We were eventually able to work our wity
w3 point only some [ilty feet from the bird. The bird was pure white, but the head appeared
to cxhibit just a slight ofl-white shade. The eye color was light, and we had 10 assume it was
pink. T must add that in the case of the color pink, both my brother and 1 are color blind.

I did mot see the albine Canvashack on April 7 or any subsequent date.

Cases of complete albinism in waterfowl must be unusual indeed, © Chandler Ross, how-
ever, lists several prior records and specimens (UAlbinism among Norh American Binds,”
Cassinta, Mo, 47, 1963, pages 6-7),

—kenneth Tischner, 1744 431d Sireet,
Penmsanken, New Jersey 08110

Fall Occurrence of a western Sapsucker in Pennsylvania: Ai the western border of its range the
eastern Yellow-bellied Sapsucker {(Sfrhyricus varius varius) becomes a darker bird with more red in
its heal, The race that occupics the easiern Rocky Moumains is known as 5. v nuchalis and
is typically red in the nape, malar siripe, and auriculars. S v, varius is usually not red in the
auriculars or malar siripe and seldom red in the nape. For a demiled discussion of these
plumages, see: Howell, T.K., 1952, Natural history and differentiation in the Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker,” Condor 54:237-282,

While reviewing the specimens of sapsuckers in the collection of The Academy of Natral
Sciences, Philadelphia, | cume across an inleresting specimen that was gt of the DV.OLC,
collection. The specimen (ANSF 70163) had been collected by Witmer Stone on July 17, 1901,
in Sullivan County, Pennsylvania, The bird has a mostly black back with white restricted o the
central ponion, Individual black and white feathers of the back bear very liode white, The
black malar swripe is red for its posterior two-thivds. These are all characers of 5. v uchelis,
The specimen lacks red in the nuchal area or the auriculars, These are wsually characters ol
5. . uRTines,

Based on this evidence the bird was probubly batched in the area between northwestern
South Dakowm and west-central Alberia, Since it is in adul breeding plumage (alternate) and
shows the feather wear typical of a bird that has just bred, it may have made st least one [all and
one spring migration prior o the fall when it was killed. The collection location is abour 1500
miles east and 300 miles south of s place of origin. It is exiemely uncommen for a sipsuckes
with this plumage 1o be found so far east

—James Tate, Jr., Department of Nawral Resources, Cornell University
Ithaca, New York 14850
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A Questionable Swainson's Hawk Specimen from New Jersey: In December 1970, 1 pub-
lished “The Hawks of New Jersey” as New Jersey State Museum Bulletin 13, Since Fables
{Annotated List of New [fersey Birds, 1955:71) listed anly ane hypothetical Swainson's Hawk
(Buteo swainsoni) record for New Jersey—a 1947 sight record—T considered it inappropriate 1o
include this species in Bulletin 13,

However, in his review of the Bulletin, Collins (The Ak, B3:214-215) suggested that the
lack of inclusion of the Swainson's Hawk was unaccouniable as a New Jersey specimen had
been collected, Jobn Bull, cited as the source for this record, conlirmed the exisience of an
unpublished specimen in the Buffalo Museum of Science and provided me with its label data:
immature female, Fssex County, New Jersey, 12 Ocober 1915, Mathes Callection. Since such
a specimen would place the Swainson's Hawk salidly on the Mew Jersey list, 1 asked Robent
F. Andrle of the Buflale Museum o confirm ihe details of the specimen. He replied (leter
ol 18 April 1972) that the label on specimen number 1029, a Swainson's Hawk, has the data
mentioned above,

It was then agreed that Andrle would publish the record in a suiable omithological journal,
However, upon critical comparison of the bird's Iabel with the Bulfalo Muscum's catalog,
Andrle (leters of 17 Japuary 1973 and 6 February 1973) discovered certain citcumsiances
involving previous caaloging and labeling which caused him o suspect the specimen's goos
graphic suwthemicity and its validity as a New Jersey record. However, because the bird was
mentioned in The Auk, and a remote possibility exists that someone in the future might wonder
ahout the specimen and why nothing further was published on it after Collins mentioned it,
this note is offered a5 an explanation for the rejection of the bird as a firs New Jersey record.

My appreciation is extended o John Bull and Robert F. Andrle Tor their interest and as-
sistance in this matter.

—Donald %, Heintzelman, 629 Green Steeet,
Allentown, Pa, 1TEI0E

Dickeissel breeding in Atlantic County: On June 4, 1973, John Danznbaket discovered a
singing male Dickcissel in a corner of the Atlantic City Airpon grounds near Pomona, Atlantic
County, New Jersey, The bird was still present when John and I visited the arca at noon on
the same day, and on this occasion John thought he might have seen a female as well. On
June 7 the presence of a lemale was definitely established. During this interval the male
Fvored a pardcular patch of veich, and we assumed this to be his wiritory.

This was verified on June & when the female was observed carrying nesting material and
copulation occurred in the process. Another trip with nesting material was made en minutes
later. It was not until June 15, however, that the nese was [inally located in veich about a foot
above the ground. At ihis time the nest contained five eges,

The male was last seen or beard on June & and apparcntly the lemale carried on the en-
deavor alone. On June 25 the nest contained two eggs and lwo pecently hatched young. On
June 27 only thece young were found, and dese were [ully feathered by July 2. The nest
was cmpty but intact on July 6. It is assumed that the young successfully fledged, but no
further evidence of the presence of Dickcissels was subsequently noted,

This is apparently the [irst nesting record in the state sinee 1504, David Fables, Jr. cites
a record that year fom Union County (Anmolated List of New Jersey Birds, 1955:66). In the
carly part of the last century the Dickeisse]l was, of course, @ summer resident in many parts
of the state,

— Jarmes Akers, 200 South 30th Suect,
Brigantine, N.]. 08203

Unusual Common Gallinule at Brigantine Refuge: On July & 1973, James Akers, Edwin
Bloar, and 1 observed a rather oddly marked Commen Gallinule at the northwest corner of the
west pool at Brigantine National Wildlife Refuge. The birel hatd a complewely bright yellow
frontal plae, with no sign of 1ed anywhere. A novmally colored gallinule has, of course, a
red frontal plate with yellow showing only at the tip ol the bull.

We observed the bird in ideal light in company with another gallinule, It appeared 10 be an
adul.

— Jarmes K. Meriu, 804 Saratoga Termace,
Turnersville, New Jersey 08012
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Fork-tailed Flycatcher at Brigantine Refuge: It was about 6:30 AN, on 4 September 1972
when I was approaching the experimental pool at Brigantine National Wildlife Refuge that a
Kinghird-sizel bird with exuemely long outer wil feathers flew across the path immediately
in front of me, It proved io be a Fork-tailed Flyeaicher,

The Lird alighied on the tp of o branch of a large maple ee. As T watched, it flew up ol
satched an insect and returned 10 perch at the dp of another branch of the same ee, s
long, streaming, deeply forked tail was nothing shon of spectacular. T watched as the bird
made several other sonies for {lyving insects despite some harassment from kingbirds with
"which it was keeping company. Always it returned 1o a tip of a branch of the same e,

My first immediate reaction upon sighting the bivd was that it was a Scissor-tailed Flycucher.
However, this bird had a clearly back cap and, as T recll, the black continued on down the
Back. 1 was able 1o observe the bird closely, perbaps within 25 feet,

As the moming light improved, T decided w0 oy for a phowgraph. T ran back o my ear for
the camera, but when I retumed a few minutes later ihe bird had depanied, 1 saw no sign ol
it amywhere in the area, Other abservers whom | subsequently met continued the search Laer
in the moming, but o no avail,

On the evening of 4 September a Fork-wmiled Flyaatcher was seen al Cape May Poinl by
Frank and Marguerita Bleier (Mew Jersey Nature News, December, 1072, o 186). This would
almost certainly bave w be the same hipd,

There have been several prior state records of the Fork-miled Flycatcher, the last previous
one being on August 95, 1968, ar Cape May Point (see Cassintg, 1970, p. 28), That record was
well documented by photograph, as 1 wish mine could have been.

—John Danzenbaker, 123 Carol Road,
Linwoud, New Jersey DB22]

Attemipts of Gulls 1o Rob a Common Egret and an Osprey: Gulls are well known for stealing
capiured food iems rom one another, but their ageressive behavior can also be direcied toward
other species, as reporied for gulls robbing pelicans (Brown, The duk, 63:96), mallards iHopp-
ner, Fogeluarte, 26:268), eiders (Ingollssan, Bird Study, 16:45), mergansers (Lamore, Wilsomn
Bulletin, G5:210), and skimmers (Zusi, Condor, §0:67).

At Brigantine National Wildlife Refuge on May 11, 1972, 1 noted two more species subject
1o the harassment of gulls, On that clear day [ first waiched & Common Egret cawch a ten-inch
eel and fly 1o share 1o begin feeding. Nov swprisingly, 1he bird had difficulty in handling is
clusive prey, and within a minute an adult Ring-billed Gull appeared and starred haassing
the egrer. The gull repeatedly flew an the egren, passing close 1o its head, and then circled
and rmewmned. Later the gull landed nearby and attempted o snatch the ¢el from the eget's
bill. Eventually the unsuccessiul gull depared.

In the afternoon T was watching an Osprey flying with a large [ish in its claws, The hird-al-
prey was rapidly approached by an immature Great Elack-backed Gull that twice dove m the
Osprey Irom above, while the latter made evasive swerves. Again in this example the gull was
unsuceessful in its attempied robbery, but both egrets and Qspreys must sometimes lose their
perey o annoving gulls.

—Charles F. Leck, Depariment of Zoology,
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.]. 08904

Erythrism and Melanism in the Barn Owl: Two unusual specimens of the Barn Owl have
recently come tooour atention, The first was discovered in a review of the Ruigers ornithology
tollection (RSU No. #0), a male collected in Union County, New Jersev, on August 30, 1948,
It has underpars that are deep ochraceous bufl, with a light rofous Ecial disk and a dark
collar that is umber in the lower portions, The rusty plumage is far beyond the normal variation
in the species and conainly represents erythrism,

The secomd bird was found reshly dead on July 16, 1972, along the edge of a major high-
way al New Brunswick, New Jersey, It is dark gray o sooty black in its entirety, except for
scatterings of light brown in the wings, The melanistic Plumage is, of course, a very siriking
comirast 16 the usual whiteness of the species,

While bolr birds thus display pigment abnormalities, the rusty bird probably represents a
moTe Common genctic expression, similar w the “red phases™ of other species of owls,

—Charles Leck and Edward Murray, Department of Foology,
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J. 08904
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