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1998

JANUARY 8 (46 + 6). The Club elected Don Jones
president, Ron French vice president, Colin
Campbell secretary, and Naomi M urphy treasur-
er. Ann Bacon and Adran Binns were elecred o
Council {to 2001}, ]Dining Rick Mellon and Steve
Kerr (ro 2000} and Megan Edwards and Sally
Conyne (10 1999). Sandy Sherman serves as im-
mediate past president. Naomi Murphy reported
thar the Club was in a healthy financial positon
and that the Huber and Poreer funds had been
liquidated as part of a transaction transferring
moneys to the Windsor Fund. Local notes in-
cluded Ash-throared Flycatcher ar Palmyra, Gold-
en-crowned Sparrow ar Cape May, and Western
Tanager at Lake Nockamixon. Following reports
of Chrisemas Bird Counts in the area, the eradi-
tional canvivial evening was enjoyed in the foy-
er, with Ron French and Paul Guris supplying the
food and beverage, respectively.

JANUARY 22 (48 + 7). Joe Majdan was elected
to membership. Don Jones gave a short history
of the DVOC Endowment Fund, after which
DVOC Trustee Chris Walters gave the Annual
Report showing fund assets of $82.843.97. The
deaths of members Ted Widing and Doman
Roberts were reported. Emmerson Bowes an-
nounced the new DVOC web site at www.ac-
natsci.orgldvoc, A Selasphorus hummingbird in a
northern Delaware garden had been caprured and
positively identified as an adult female Allen’s
Hummingbird. Dr. Daniel Klem presented "The
Birds of Armenia” project, in which he deseribed
this little-visited country, its ror-ugr.'q'rhy. its peo-
ple and customs, and its birds — the reason for
writing the book.

FEBRUARY 5 (55 + 4). The sudden death of for-
mer Club president Harry Franzen on February
1, 1998, was announced; after a brief eulogy, a
moment’s silence was observed. Dir. Robert Ridge-
ly described wo a spellbound audience the story
of the recent finding of a new species of antpitta
in southern Ecuador with tape recording, pho-
tas, and specimen. Local notes included Balri-
more Oriole in Langhorne and Le Conre's Spar-
row in Cape May. Jeff Gordon, a Delaware-bascd
Victor Emanuel Nature Tours leader, introduced
his presentation on birding the Arctic and Antarc-
tic regions with music, then proceeded to give an
excellent rall.

FEBRUARY 19 {37 +1). Joscph Koplin, Amy Fen-
ry, and Jamie Stewart were clected to member-
ship. Conservation chair Jan Gordon encouraged
conservation cfforts from the Club via the book
auction and the New Jersey World Series of Bind-
ing. She and Bob Ridgely are actively trying to
save the West Basin of the East Park Reservoir
within Fairmount Park. Ted Floyd reported on
the exceptional Pennsylvania bird counts of
1997-98 with Harlan's Hawks reported from 11
counts. The deaths of former DVOC president
Lester St John Thomas, on February 1, 1998,
and of Dick James of the Sullll:.'|ki]l Cenrer on
Febsruary 17, 1998, were reporeed. Bob Mercer
acted as auctioneer at the biannual DVOC book
auction and did a great job in extracting extra
bucks from reluctant pockets.

MARCH 5 (39 + 6). Ron French stood in for Don
Jones, who was suffering fram post-total-eclipse
shock. Ed Fingerhood expounded upon news re-
ports thar a specimen of the supposedly extinet
Forest Owlet, collected abour 20 years ago, was



a falke. Sandy Sherman announced the formation
of the Birding Club of Delaware County. Reports
of two Right Whales on a pelagic off New Jersey
on February 22 and 61 Lesser Black-backed Gulls
in Richboro, .. were ;lma:'.ing. Robert Rockwell
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auer, The demise of the old Bluenose Ferry was
lamented. Advice was given to prevent salmonel-
la from infecting bird feeders and prevention of
mouse infestatdons at bird houses, A Pink-footed
Goose at Lake Ontelaunee and a Bar-headed
Goose in Ron French's local quarry were report-
ed. Members John and Ray Miller gave a lavish-
ly illustrated talk on local bird-banding,

APRIL 2 {50 + 2). Walt Peoples discovered thar he
had a tenuous genealogical link to Alexander Wil-
son. Ed Fingerhood received hearty thanks for ar-
ranging the Annual Banquer for several years, as
he handed over the reins wo Bernice and Joe Ko-
plin. The Peregrines on Ciry Hall were incubar-
ing two eggs. A roosterlike Ruff was reported from
Pedricktown. Bill Uhrich gave a superb historical
account of the birds of Berks County and the fun
and elfort involved in updating a century-old book,

APRIL 16 (55 + 11). Matx Sharp was elecred 1o
membership, Belated burt fond eulogies were said
for Lester Thomas, Ron French reported thac 500
Grear Egrets had been shot in Qklahoma after the
state fish and wildlife agency had give permission
for Cactle Egrets to be shor. Scparate sightings
showed that it took just 30 minuces for a Swal-
low-tailed Kite to fly from Cape Henlopen, Del.,
to Cape May, N.]., on April 14, 1998, Sally
Conyne, Louis Bevier, and Leo Joseph arranged

for DVOC 1o tour the Academy's labyrinchine
Ornithology Department, and all appreciated the
skins, mounts, and education.

MAY 7 (38 + 6). John Scott was elecred to mem-
bership. The Phifadelpbia Diguirer had an arvicle
on the ciry’s Peregrines. Alan Brady suggested char
all pelagic birders keep a look out for the Cape
Verde Shearwater, possibly the next new seabird
for the area. Local notes were outweighed by notes
from a big migradion in Texas and rare birds in
the Everglades and Dry Tortugas of Florida. Leo
Joseph of the Academy gave a fair dinkum calk of
his research into some classic Australian species,

MAY 21 (27 + 0). Paul Guris, captain of the
DVOC team in the New Jersey World Series of
Birding, reported on the second-place position
{we wuz robbed!), with 198 species in poor weath-
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OCTOBER 1 (49 + 3). Ed Fingerhood reported
on an article describing how crows had learned
to use moving vehicles to crack walnues; George



Reynard reporeed thar studies had shown that
these incelligent birds could coun to four (coin-
cidengally, the number of their toes), Bill Mur-
phy encouraged the experienced birders in the
audience to offer cheir services as ficld-trip lead-
ers and exhored greater accendance on crips. Don
Jones announced two recent Council decisions.
DVOC members may nominate to Council for
special recognition nonmembers who have con-
tributed in a big way to the enjoyment and/or
conservation of birds in the Delaware Valley re-
gion, Two persons will be invited 1o be gueses of
the club ar the Annual Banguet. Any member
who leads a workshop will be reimbursed up o
5100 tor reasonable expenses incurred in the
preparation of his or her talk. Ward Dasey showed
excellent photographs of a juvenile Saw-Whet
Ol at Palmyra. Paul Guris followed with footage
of the Bulwer's Petrel seen on a memorable
Memorial Day trip out of Morth Carolina. Sally
Conyne gave a two-part talk, the first on her role
at Marional Audubon Sociery as direcror of ciri-
zen science — the economics of birding, habitac
destruction, and the Cornell Lab of Ornitholo-
ov's “Birdsource” program. The second part was
a graphic account of her role as part of the Twokra-
ma Project in Guyana, in which 1 million acres
of pristine forest area have been afforded protec-
tion by a combination of government agencies
and academic and charirable instinutions.

OCTOBER 15 (43 + 6). Big Day pledges from
DWVOU members amounted to $1,203. Pleas for
contributions to the DVOC website were given
by webmaster Emmerson Bowes, Locally, a Faine-
ed Bunring was reported from Silver Lake Na-
ture Centery while farther afield, Armas Hill re-
ported on his recent wip to southeast Brazil, where
his group's sighting of a Cherry-throated Tanag-
er was the first ever by North Americans. Frank
Windfelder led a warmly reccived workshop on
the identification of Bicknell's Thrush.

NOVEMBER 5 (35 + 2). Phil Streer, chairman of
the Archives Commirree, announced thar the
transfer of DVOC's storage cabinets from the

basement to the Ornichology Deparement, ac the
request of the Academy, was complere, Phil also
reporeed a flock of 18 Marbled Godwies ac Brig-
antine Island. Members' slide night resulied in
the Grand Prize to Adnan Binns (birds: kiciwake
with young), with other categories being won by
Colin Campbell (birders: Aty hor tub; land-
scapes: Alien HT exoskeleton) and Steve Kerr (Hlo-
ra and fAora: cimber racclesnake).

NOVEMBER 19 (41 + 2). Joe Majdan suggested
DVOC should be more visible in the field by cre-
ating patches or decals for members, President
Don Jones promised o take up the idea ac che
January Council meeting. Eighteen species of
sparrow had been seen in Delaware in the previ-
ous four weeks, reported Colin Camphell, who
also had a probable Rutous Humminghicd in his
Delaware yard. Club member Marv Hyer gave
a highly entercaining rall on the birds of Absec-
on, M_]., illustraced wich his own exquisite slices,
which demonstrated thar good birds can be had
even in the crowded conurbations of today.

DECEMBER 3 (1235). The Annual Banquer was
held at Hlona Keller's Dugan's Restaurant. The
Wirmer Stone Award for publications was award-
ed 1o Phil Streer for his seminal Cassinda article
on “Birds of the Pocono Mountains: 1986—19940."
The Parrer Award for field work was awarded o
Ward Dasey for his work at Palmyra, Manning-
wn Marsh, Christmas Bird Couns, wip leading,
and surveys. Each received an inscribed plague,
as did the two nonmembers honored for their con-
wributions to bird enjoyment and conservation in
the region. These first-time recipients were Chris-
tine Connelly, for her work in preserving grass-
lands ar Brighrview Farm, and Hanna B. Suthers
for her bird studies of a regenerated natural field
near Hopewell, N.]. Atending past presidents
were honored. Guest speaker author Perer Math-
iessen gave a very well-received series of excellent
anecdores on his work with cranes of the world.
A very entertaining evening, enjoyed by all.



DECEMBER 17 (47 +0). Jane Henderson took over
a8 F’Jfrff:!f.l"f{.!.lb.r'ﬁ' Larus editor from Megan Edwards,
Continvation of the Ease Park Reservoir conser-
vation saga was outlined. The sad news of the
death of Ed Fingerhood on December 6 was an-
nounced. After a briel eulogy, 2 moment's silence
was observed. Tt was announced thar DVOC
member Freda Rappaport was moving to Tthaca.
Two copies of the 20-year souvenir edition of
Casefrefet were made available for purchase. A pelag-
ic American Woodeocl was seen 44 miles off the
Mew Jersey coast. Member Alan Brady gave a fas-
cinaring sccount af his latest oceanic adventure,
a cruise from the Canary Islands to the Falkland
Islands an board che f.fuﬂ"l'lafd.rfE\'l,ufﬂ:l'a'r.. calling ar
remote islands and looking at their history and
their birds.

1999
JANUARY 7 (46 + 6). The Club re-elecred Don

Jones president, Ron French vice president, Cal-
in Campbell seeretary, and Naomi Murphy erea-
surer, Ellen Shorr and Bert Filemyr (to 2002) re-
placed Sally Conyne and Megan Fdwards on
Council, joining Ann Bacon and Adrian Binns
(to 2001) and Sceve Kerr and Rick Mellon (o
2000). Three fellows of the DVOC were elected:
Megan Edwards, Louis Bevier, and Bere Filemyr.
Sandy Sherman gave a moving eulogy to the
memory of Ed Fingerhood, who contributed so
much to the Club over his cwenty years of mem-
bership. Ruth Pleffer, Chris Walvers, and Ed's un-
cle, Sidney Fingerhood, offered their tribes,
Don Jones called for volunteers to chair the
Archives and Ornithological Studies commitrees,
Ron French introduced Ken Kitson from Bucks
Counry Audubon Society, who spoke briefly abour
his newly published book The Birds of Bucks
Cannty. Ron French, program chairman, con-
ducted a round-up of Christmas Bird Counts,
and the audience was reminded thar the Bird-
source website {www.birdsource.cornell.edu)
would have all the results, The evening ended in
tradicional style with, once again, Ron French or-
ganizing the food and Paul Guris selecting the
beverages,

JANUARY 21 (39 + 5). Dick Lurz was elected to
Club membership. The new Checklist of the Birds
of the Delaware Valley is likely to be old before
it sees che lighe of day. The delaved Treasurer's
and Trustees' reporis were approved. The
Townsend's Solicaire ar Hleislerville, M.]., was scill
being seen. The Club’s annual Montauk wip, led
by Chris Walters and Dr. Erica Brendel, bagged
Red Phalarope and Common Murre. Member
Gerry Bailey gave a marvelous presentation on
the birds of New Jersey.

FEBRUARY 4 (42 + 4). The DVOC records are
being updared and collared by Phil Streer with
assistance from Hare Rufe, Ann Bacon, and Acad-
emy staft, The aucience was asked o warch de-
velopments for the proposed new sports stadium
in the city, with concern thar Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt Park might be considered as a site. Alan
Brady gave a brict history of Charles Lucien Bona-
parte, who resided near Philadelphia in the 18205
and who, of course, gave his name o the gull dha
is the logo of the Club, Members had been oairch-
ing Yellow-billed Loon and Black-railed Gull in
Mew York, Member John Miller gave a presenta-
tion of a trip ro Manitoba and Churchill.

FEBRUARY 18 (30 + 4). Alan Brady reported thar
the old magnesice plant ac Cape May Point had
been purchased and will become a part of the
State Park, February 19-22 will be the national
Grear Backyard Bird Coune weckend. Increased
sightings of coyores in birding areas were report-
eil, as were rare-gull reports including a Kelp Guill
in St Mary's, Maryland. Leo Joseph graciously
stood in for a lare speaker cancellation and gave
an accounc of his varied research work ar the Acad-
emy, including using DNA sequencing to deter-
mine the ancesery of cermin species of curassow,

MARCH 4 (46 + 3). Edic Parnum was clected 10
membership, Last call for membership dues w be
paid prior to excoriation was made. Slides of world
gulls and the Massachuserts Pink-footed Goose were
shown, Paul Guris introduced the evening's speak-
er in his own inimitable way, and the speaker, Pete



Dunne, responded in fine style, giving an account
of the history of the World Series of Birding, its
moments of pleasure and pain, current cantrover-
sies, and his poatential resolution for this year's event.

MARCH 18 (39 + 2). With the president again away
rwitching, a long-suffering vice president {Ron
French) rook the chair. Sandy Sherman thanked
all contriburors to che latest Casstrra, Mumber 67,
just released, especially the Publication Commit-
tee of Steve Kerr and Clay Sutton. Emmerson
Bowes called for members' photos to be placed on
the Club websire. Paul Guris enthralled the audi-
ence with a well-rescarched and highly informa-
tive talk on rubenose identification in the Atlantic,
including some possibilities for the frture.

APRIL 1 {59 4 &), Jeff and Martha Gordon were
elected 1o membership. Sandy Sherman was con-
sratulated on the quality of the recently published
Ciessinda, Slides, if they could be called chag, were
shown of the purported Algonquin Spruce Grouse
and the so-called Miami Crow, confusing many
until they realized whart day it was. Lots of other
real people reporred lots of other real birds. In
oie of the most spectacular displays of photog-
raphy the Club has ever enjoyed, Kevin Karlson
gave an animated description of the wildlife of
the Diry Torrugas, Florida, and the Gulf Coase.

APRIL 15 (39 + 5). Don Jones announced the
Council's unease with the proposal of giving funds
For a tower at East Park Reservoir. The sighting
of an accipiter taking a star-nosed maole was un-
usual. Don McClintock introduced the evening's
speaker, Carol Griffiths, who spoke of her research
work on the taxonomic status of New World Val-
tures. In a very derailed and fascinating study, she
showed that her work dispured the recent repo-
sitioning of these vultures with the storks.

MAY 6 (35 + 5). Katrina Knight was elected 1o
membership. The new third edition of the Na-
tional Geagraphic Field Guide to the Bivdls af Novth
America was available from the Backyard Bird
Company. Also just published. by the Birding

Club of Delaware Counry, was member Mick Pul-
cinella's Bivde af Delaware Courey, The excellent
program was given by Vincent Muhter on the col-
or of birds, with special reference to his research
work on the color dominance of Lazuli Buntings
in Montana.

MAY 20 (43 + 4). The big news was that the crack
DVOC squad had won the World Series of Bird-
ing, a prize denied them the previous year. An as-
tounding 223 species were recorded and the sue-
cess was enjoved by all, as Sandy Sherman and
Erica Brendel produced champagne to toast dhe
champions— Paul Guris (caprain), Mike Frit,
Adrian Binns, and Bill Stocku. Thanks were ac-
corded to Mikon for sponsorship. DVOC caps
were on sale and looked excellent: thanks 1o Joe
blajdan For the idea and the inidative to ger it
done and o Adrian Binns for che Bonaparies
Gull design. Several members made pleas 1o put
more pressure on stare legislators to prevent horse-
shoe-crab collection in the area. Yellow Rails were
reported from Cumberland Counry, MNew Jersey.
ane a Black Rail was near Hawk Mountain,
Delaware's farthest-norch record of nesting
Brown-headed Nutharch was reported trom Big
Stone Road on Milford Meck. Member Armas
Hill presented a program on Japan — its life, both
human and avian, was illustraced with superb
slides of Steller's Sea-Eagle, Blakiston's Fish-Ohwl,
and a selection of cranes,

JUNE 3 (20 + 0). James Quigley and Fred Crown
were elected o membership. Don Jones said char
Mate Rice, the collections manager at the Acad-
emy, had offered ours for those DVOC mem-
bers interested, and had asked for volunteer help.
Once again, May Run reports were few and far
berween, so Program Chair Ron French opened
a discussion on the use, misuse, and abuse of tpe
recorders in the field, Armas announced thae tour
leaders had received notice thar national parks
were to ban the use of tapes within their bound-
aries. A lively debate ensued, culminating in the
conclusion thar the use of tape recording is a con-
science call of the individual using it



JULY 1, AUGUST 3, and SEPTEMBER 2 and 16

were informal meetings,
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Field Trip Chair from Bill Murphy, who received
a tumultuous sitting ovation. Council approved
expenditure on two projects proposed by Jan Gor-
don: purchase and erection of Purple Martin hous-
es at Philadelphia Water Department properrics
and helping o secure a parcel of land linking rwo
Valley Forge Audubon tracts. Spectacular migra-
tion included an unprecedented number of
Monarch butterflies. Phil Moylan entertained us
with superb photographs of shorehirds from bath
East and West coasts.

DI:TDBEH 21 ':.36 # 5]’. 1}ii.1['|‘|.' [-.ju'l..‘“.'_'r' WWaLh ‘.'I.L'E:rl.:l:.l.
to membership. Frank Windfelder was lost in a
sea of Sharp-railed Sparrows on his Club outing
to Tuckerton, Sandy Sherman reported that a
stretch of Two Mile Beach ar Cape May had been
handed over to the Cape May Mational Wildlife
Refuge by the UL5, Coast Guard. Doris McGov-
ern reported hilariously on the rescue of a Blue
Jay thar had been choking on three large acorns,
Margarer Rubega gave a fascinating account of
the feeding habits of Red-necked Phalaropes, ex-
plaining the reason for spinning and the mecha-
nism of swallowing brine-fly larvae.

NOVEMBER 4 (32 + 5). MNare Rice, new collec-
tions manager at the Academy, brought several
skins, including a purported Litele Shearwater,
found dead ac Cape May. Locally Northern Shrike
at Green Lane, Yellow-headed Blackbicd ac Han-
cock’s Bridge, an abundance of Cave Swallows in
Cape May, and over 70 Lesser Black-backed Gulls
were reported in Richboro. Photographic con-
tributions to the Members' Slide Night were ex-
ceptional, and Steve Kerr's Le Conte's Sparrow
won the Grand Prize, with Steve also winning the
Landscapes category (rocks ar Churchill), Harry
Todd winning the Fauna and Flora (buckeye) and
Tom Bailey the Birders caregory (Don Jones).

NOVEMEBER 18 (107). The Annual Banquer was
held at [ona Keller's Dugan's Restaurant. Don
Jones formally inroduced the officers and Coun-
cil, the five Honorary Members present, other
members with 50 years of membership, and the
13 past presidents present. Colin Camphbell pre-
sented the Witmer Stone Award for meritorious
publications to Mick Pulcinella, and Bill Murphy
presented Paul Guris with the Julian Poteer Award
for ourstanding field work. Recipients of the non-
members’ honors for contributions o biedlife in
the area were Robert *Par” Ford and Diennis Morar
of the Philadelphia Water Department. The speak-
er, Julio de la Torre, gave one of the most dramatic
and entertaining talks ever heard at a DVOC ban-
quet on " The Owls of North America.”

DECEMBER 2 (46 + 10). The Bake Oven Knob
field trip produced both eagles, a Northern
Goshawk, and Pine Siskins, A lucky few saw a
Black Guillemort on Lake Ontelaunee. Blue Jays
were seen taking chunks of ice from a member's
garden. Odd loons were in evidence ar Peace Val-
ley Lake and odd flycarchers at Cape May. Robert
Ridgely's finding of the Jocotoco Antpitea had
been published in Ask, whence it was learned, o
rapturous applause, that che scientific name was
Crrallavia ridgelyi., Armas Hill stood in at short
notice for the scheduled speaker and gave a won-
derfully illustrative account of birding adventures
in Argentina and Chile.

DECEMBER 16 (56 + 5). Peter Lowen was elect-
ed to membership. The Brielle pelagic produced
Manx and Greater shearwarers, Northern Ful-
mars, Black-legged Kirttiwakes, and 5 Pomarine
Jacgers. A Snowy Owl thar had been seen ar Pore
Mahon was caprured and found to be not only
wounded but badly emaciared; it died the nex
day. Ocher local notes included Osprey ar MNaa-
mans Read in Claymont, Del. Clay Suton en-
thralled the audience with a highly illuserared ralk
on the Arcric Natonal Wildlife Refuge in Alas-
ka, During the trip, his group found the first doe-
umented nesting of the Siberian Tic in the 1.5, A
fitting end-of-the-millennium lecture.



