2009-10 Christmas Bird Count Highlights for the Delaware Valley area

Compiled by Debbie Beer for DVOC, January 7, 2010

(Official results posted on National Audubon Society website)

This report features CBC’s for which we have received summary highlights from the compiler or participants of that count - listed by date, by state. Please email me with any information about a Delaware Valey CBC not listed here. Additions and corrections welcome.

Saturday, December 19, 2009

Gloucester County, NJ

Compiler: Ron Kegel

Species: 49 species, with one significant section awaiting

Participants: 

Highlights: [Partial report] Record-breaking SNOWSTORM!!  

Only 5 of 13 areas went out with 3 spending more than 2 hours in the blizzard. Some of the 'highlights' are: Barred Owl in Wenonah, Snow Geese flying in between the low ceiling and the snow cover, 2 Turkeys perched in a tree during the blizzard allowing close inspection, Horned Larks wherever ground was exposed, one Cedar Waxwing with Robins, mucho Yellow-rumps with some wanting to get in the car when pishing, one Rusty Blackbird walking a stream shoreline flipping over leaves, Purple Finch at Jeff Holt's house, and many White-throats and Juncos. 

Interesting situations:  Jeff Holt pushing Scott Henderson's car around the count! A near accident while owling for our group. As you can expect, there was no shoulder to the road so it was dangerous. We pulled the plug and went to MacDonald's until daybreak. 

Saturday, December 19, 2009

Walnut Valley (Blairstown), NJ 
Compiler: Dennis Briede
Species: 87  (64,515 individuals)

Participants: 

Highlights: Weather in our favor until about 1:15PM when it started snowing, cutting short our birding time. We still somehow amassed a total of 87 species, one of the highest number of species of any count we’ve had.

1 Snow Goose, 43 Common Goldeneye, Northern Shrike, Red-breasted Nuthatch, 2 Catbirds, Towhee, Savannah Sparrow, Cackling Goose, 1 really unusual laughing/Franklin’s gull (was not seen again or photographed), Brown Thrasher, 3 Winter Wrens, 2 Red-shouldered Hawks, 20 Ea-Screech Owls, 3 White-crowned Sparrows, 1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 1 Golden Eagle, 2 Northern Harriers.  Snow Buntings, Horned Larks, 

High numbers:  6988 Canada Geese was the 2nd highest number, continuing their recent population increase.

306 Black Ducks were a new record, beating the old record by 1.

9 Wood Ducks was a new record by 2.

17 Bald Eagles is a new record. This is a great comeback since the 60’s & 70’s.

2 Merlin, a new addition in recent years has only been missed twice since 2001.

1 Peregrine seen 5 times since 2003. They have been attempting nest building on nearby Mt. Minsi.

35 Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers continue their recent increase in population with 34+ seen in three straight years.

194 Tree Sparrows spotted, down from a high of 1,522 in 1973 continuing their recent decline.

41 Fox Sparrows a new record beating the old record of 19.

1668 Robins, the highest since 1999.

1045 White-throated Sparrows were a record and have been increasing in recent years.

Low numbers: 0 Ruffed Grouse spotted. Back in 1971 there were 24.

1 Belted Kingfisher - lowest total ever.

8 Pileated Woodpeckers, down from recent years.

8 Hermit Thrush, down from recent years.

59 House Finches are down with their lowest since 1988 when 35 were spotted … Conjunctivitis?

Vultures were their lowest since 1996.  Raptor species are off their recent highs.

Mourning Dove numbers are lowest since 1974. Rock Pigeons are lowest since 1992. 

Misses: No Rusty Blackbird seen. Declining since 20 were spotted in 1990; since then, no more than 6 have been spotted in any year.

No Kestrels spotted. The only other time it was missed was in 1997. They have been declining rapidly since 46 were tallied in 1975. 

No winter finches this count. We may have seen the last of the big invasions from the north for a long time.

Non-avian highlights:  1 red fox, 5 bears and an otter!

Saturday, December 19, 2009

Pennypack Valley, PA

Compiler: Brian Schultz

Species: 42

Participants: 

Highlights:   [Partial report] SNOWSTORM DISASTER!

Only 42 species observed; many participants had to cancel, unable to drive their section.

Saturday, December 19, 2009

Southern Bucks County, PA

Compiler: Bob Mercer

Species: 91

Participants: 38 people (down from 50-56) in up to 17 parties.

Highlights:  A snowy Saturday; when we started there was no snow, by the time we finished it was six inches deep.  Good species included: Cackling Goose, 5 Wood Ducks, Northern Harrier, 1 Laughing Gull, 7 Iceland Gull, 67 lesser Black-backed Gulls, Eastern Phoebe, 1 Red-breasted Nuthatch, 1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet, a American Pipit, and a Snow Bunting.

Rick Mellon and Bill Keim also reported count week birds adding Bald Eagle, Rough-legged Hawk, Brown Thrasher, Rufous-sided Towhee, and White-crowned Sparrow.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sunday, December 20, 2009

Salem County, NJ

Compiler: Jerry Haag

Species: 

Participants: 

Highlights: [Partial report]  Day after record-breaking snowstorm!  “Pretty much a bust” says Jerry Haag.
One section reported, “By the time driveways were shoveled and all, we got to area at 10AM. Amassed 44 species with predominate birds being those along side of road where ground was exposed from plowing. ‘Mucho’ White-throats and Juncos, and the highest number of Savannah Sparrows I ever recorded, in the 60's.” Did see large numbers of Horned lark, pipits, fox sparrows and Savannah sparrows, showing that these species are probably around in much greater numbers than we are usually able to find. 
Sunday, December 20, 2009

Sussex County, NJ
Compiler: Alan Boyd

Species: 82 (16,215 individuals)

Participants:   23 people in 11 parties, covering 17 of 18 sections

Highlights:   58th annual count.

· 2 Horned Grebes. This is the 11th time for this species.

· 8 American Wigeon

· 2 Redhead Ducks. The 11th time for them.

· 1 Red-shouldered Hawk.

· 2 American Kestrels.

· 2 Iceland Gulls on Lake Mohawk tied the count record set in 2006.

· 1 Lesser Black-backed Gull, also on Lake Mohawk.

· 2 Gray Catbirds ties a count record.

· 1 Chipping Sparrow.

· 3 Savannah Sparrows.

· 4 Killdeer. Not a record but the highest since 1990.

High numbers:

· 75 Black Vultures. This is the 3rd highest total for this species that was not even seen on the count until 1992 & didn’t reach double-digits until 1999.

· 8 Bald Eagles breaks the old record of 7 set in 2007.

· 120 Snow Buntings broke the old record of 102.

· White-throat & Junco totals were the highest in a decade but it might have been because the snowfall forced them and other ground-feeders to the roadsides where they were more easily counted.

· 1016 American Robins was the 3rd highest total ever for that species.

Misses:

· Red-breasted Nuthatch was missed for only the 2nd time since 1988.

· Purple Finch was missed for only the 4th time in count history.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Saturday, December 26, 2009

Milford, DE

Compiler: Chris Bennett

Species: 92  (32,208 individuals), beating the lowest record of 101 species in 2006. 3 groups remaining to report

Participants: 

Highlights:  Though not the wettest count ever, the combo of rain, wind and fog made for a very challenging day. Areas along the Bayshore might just as well have been inland, with visibility maybe 50 yards at best. Predawn owling and railing was very challenging, though the first bird my group counted was a single, soggy Virginia Rail that replied to recorded calls near Slaughter Beach. Things didn't get much better after sunrise through intermittent rain and annoying drizzle. 

Biggest highlight so far is a new species for the count - Barn Owl - with two birds recorded in the Milford Neck area (one heard and one seen by two different groups). The other highlights include 1 Ross's Goose, 2 Redhead, 1 Clapper Rail, 1 Virginia Rail, 7 Western Sandpiper, 2 Bonaparte's Gull, 1 Lesser Black-backed Gull, 1 Fox Sparrow, 1 Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrow (recorded on this count for the first time last year) and 1 Pine Siskin. 

Saturday, December 26, 2009

Audubon, PA

Compiler: Edie Parnum

Species: 65, down from avg 75
Participants: 

Highlights:  A wet, chilly day with low numbers all-around.  American Woodcock – count first. 
Short-eared Owl was a Count Week first, in Valley Forge park – couldn’t locate it on the count. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sunday, December 27, 2009

Bombay Hook, DE

Compiler: Andy Ednie

Species: 113, with one area not yet reported
Participants: 64 in the field, including 22 members of Delaware Youth Birding group.
Highlights: 69th annual Bombay Hook CBC had excellent weather - sunny, calm, and mild all day.  Enjoyed a marsh tour by boat, and several meteors during owling.  Owling was phenomenal, with Great Horns talking everywhere. Six species of owl were found in the refuge including 6 Long-ears, 2 Short-ears at dawn over the marsh, 2 Barred Owls and 5 Barn Owls, along with Screech and Great Horn.

The best bird was an immature Red-headed Woodpecker - first record on the count in 10 years, and only the 14th record historically. 

Ross' Goose - 3 at Kitts Hummock 
Common Loon - on Delaware Bay

Black-crowned Night Heron at Little Creek and Kitts Hummock

Red-shouldered Hawk - Bombay Hook entrance

Northern Bobwhite - 7 at Visitor Center of Bombay Hook

Ring-necked Pheasant - Woodland Beach Wildlife Area

Virginia and Clapper Rail - Boardwalk Trail

Long-billed Dowitcher - Leatherbury Flats, Bombay Hook

Marsh Wren - Boardwalk Trail

Purple Finch - Boardwalk Trail and south Woodland Beach

High numbers of Horned Larks , Crows, White-crowned Sparrows, and over 200,000 Snow Geese.  

Recorded a new high of 36 Bald Eagles.

Misses included Scoters, Horned Grebe, Great Egret, Eastern Phoebe, Palm Warbler, and the Greater White-fronted Goose that had been seen in the area.. Our biggest miss was not having Johnny Miller on the count. 

Sunday, December 27, 2009

Moorestown, NJ
Compiler: Mark Pensiero
Species:  107 (so far, a few unreported sections)
Participants: 26
Highlights:  Spotted Towhee at Palmyra – a count first (thanks Tom Bailey); Red Necked Grebe - count first? (thanks Ken Tischner).  Also 2 Horned Grebe, Long-tailed Duck, Virginia Rail, along with Great Egret, Greater Yellowlegs, Wilson’s Snipe, RC Kinglet, Brown Thrasher.
Sunday, December 27, 2009

Raritan Estuary, NJ
Compiler: Tom Ostrand

Species:  104 (38,894 individuals) 

Participants: 64 participants in 26 groups covered 93 miles on foot.

Highlights:  Excellent weather, 40-52 degrees, light west wind, clear.

1 Black Brant, 1 Barn Owl, 1 Orange-crowned Warbler, 1 Boat-tailed Grackle, 1 Black Scoter, 1 Marsh Wren, 4 Bald Eagles, 1 Brown Thrasher, 3217 American Robins, 9283 Canada Goose, 1 Snow Goose.

Sunday, December 27, 2009

Central Bucks, PA
Compiler: Diane Allison
Species:  

Participants: 

Highlights:  [Incomplete report].  Birds not seen every year:  Gray Catbird, Ea Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Baltimore Oriole, Merlin, Bufflehead, Eurasian Widgeon (possibly a count first), White-fronted Goose, Northern Goshawk.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Wednesday, December 30, 2009

Elmer, NJ 
Compiler: Jerry Haag
Species: about 80 (typical), with some sections not yet reported 

Participants: 

Highlights: A frozen, windless day, making for decent conditions.  

· 3 Bald Eagles - 2 in courtship at one point

· 1 Red Shouldered Hawk

· 1 Screech Owl, gray phase, in daylight

· 3 Yellow-Bellied Sapsuckers – chasing each other in the same tree

· 1 Horned Lark (though there were likely more, this was the only cooperative one)

· 40,000 + Snow Geese - blanketing the sky at times

· 50,000 + blackbirds -mixed flocks of mostly Redwing and Common Grackle pouring into farm fields in unbelievable tornadoes and rivers of noise.  

· Hundreds of sparrows, including a nice Tree Sparrow in a mixed flock of White-crowned, Field, Savannah, White-throated, and Song.  Also 2 Fox Sparrows.

Winter invaders - siskins, purple finch, snow bunting and red-breasted nuthatch were not to be found.
Wednesday, December 30, 2009

Lakehurst, NJ 
Compiler: Alex Tongas (New Compiler)
Species: 98

Participants: 

Highlights: 

· Common Eider, Red-necked Grebe (Manasquan Inlet) 

· Black Vulture 

· 4 Bald Eagles

· Red-shouldered Hawk 

· Rough-legged Hawk 

· Lesser Black-backed Gull, first-cycle Glaucous Gull (Manasquan Inlet) 

· Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

Count-week birds:  Northern Saw-whet Owl, Fox Sparrow

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Friday, January 1, 2010  (rescheduled from Sunday, December 20, 2009)
Cape May, NJ
Compiler: Louise Zemaitis
Species: 151

Participants:  many, on this popular count

Highlights:  A spectacular way to begin the new year!

· Sandhill Crane reported from various locations including the Villas WMA.

· High counts of Saltmarsh Sparrows from Nummy Island.

· From Cape May Point State Park: Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, 6 Eurasian Wigeon, 
6 Tundra Swans, and a flock of 90 Snow Buntings.

· Jake's Landing boasted American Bittern, Saw-whet Owl, 2 Short-eared Owls, American Woodcock. 

· Other CBC birds:  2 Black-legged Kittiwakes, Black-headed Gull, Sora, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Blue-winged Teal, Tri-colored Heron, Little Blue Heron, Cackling Goose, Peregrine Falcon, Bald Eagles.

Usually-recorded species that weren't:  Laughing Gull, Forster's Tern, Eastern Phoebe, Tree Swallow, Common Yellowthroat. 

Friday, January 1, 2010  (rescheduled from Saturday, December 19, 2009)

Oceanville, NJ
Compiler: Brian Moscatello
Species: 125, down from avg 129.6  (record is 141, in 1975 and 1999);  50,083 individuals, below avg.
Participants:  12 observers in 7-8 parties (down from avg 31 in 11-13 parties)
Highlights:  58th annual CBC, started by DVOC member Jim Merritt.
1 Nelson’s Sparrow and 2 Harlequin Ducks – both count firsts.  

Tom Bailey, who walks closed areas of the refuge (permit in hand)  had the only Am. Bittern and Purple Finch; more surprisingly, he had the only Black-bellied Plover!
36 Saltmarsh Sparrows, Tricolored Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, Great Egret, 17 Common Eider (a new high), Eurasian Wigeon, Virginia Rail, Clapper Rail, American Oystercatcher, Willet, Marbled Godwit, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Long-eared Owl, Winter Wren, Marsh Wren, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Eastern Bluebird.

Highs:  More Am. Black Ducks (7999) were counted than either Brant (6757) or Snow Goose (6317). 
Also 5,931 American Robins.
Misses:  Northern Mockingbirds were missed by 5 teams!   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Saturday, January 2, 2010
Rehoboth, DE

Compiler: Jeff and Liz Gordon

Species: 119 species, down 12% from average 135

Participants:  25 souls braved icy winds

Highlights: Wind was the issue, making an otherwise gorgeous mid-winter day into a trial.

Birds notably few in number, though sheltered pockets on land and water did hold a few nice flocks.

Avian highlights Blue-headed Vireo at Holt's Landing State Park, found by Joe & Ellen Sebastiani; 

Also Eurasian Wigeon found at Assawoman Wildlife Area by Sam Dyke, JoAnn Wilbur & Betty Pitney.

Misses included Seaside Sparrow, American Bittern and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.

We got some great media coverage again this year. Molly Murray of the  News-Journal did a nice write-up you can read here: http://bit.ly/ 68VyYF.  There's also an accompanying short video by Gary Emeigh, interviewing Jeff Gordon.   We capped the day in high style with a tally rally at our place, where guest chefs Colin Campbell & Joe Swertinski provided a most warming and restorative feast.

Saturday, January 2, 2010
Long Branch, NJ
Compiler: Patrick Belardo
Species: 105, on the low side

Participants:  25 

Highlights:  75th Long Branch CBC.  Species of note included multiple Razorbills, Eurasian Green-winged Teal, Common Eider, and 2 Boat-tailed Grackles (only the second time this species has been seen on the count), 6 notable Catbirds. 

The weather was very cold and windy with most inland water being frozen. This resulted in much lower than average counts of waterfowl. Passerine numbers were lower than average as well, but not as affected by the weather as the waterfowl. No Hermit Thrushes were found on the count.  Also possible Pacific Loon found at Wreck Pond by a participant, but unconfirmed, so not counted on the CBC.

An interesting note:  In the area of Allaire State Park, I ran into a gentleman from The Raptor Trust who was putting up Screech Owl boxes. He mentioned that earlier in the day, he ran into a hunter who showed him a photo taken that day of an injured Barred Owl on land within our count area. The owl box guy went to look for the bird, but did not find it. He planned to return later in the day with dogs to see if he could find it and then bring it in for rehab. Having not seen the photo myself, I ultimately decided not to count this bird. It would have been only the 9th seen in this count's history.

Saturday, January 2, 2010

Mizpah, NJ

Compiler: Tom Reed

Species: 70

Participants:  19

Highlights: The first-ever Mizpah CBC, started by Tom Reed.  The count is centered on the town of Mizpah, in west-central Atlantic County, and spans the distance between Vineland and Mays Landing. Much of the count circle is comprised of typical Pine Barrens habitat, but also features portions of agricultural areas and several lakes and waterways. Makepeace Lake WMA, Great Egg Harbor River WMA, and portions of Peaslee WMA are included in the circle, as are Estell Manor Park and Lake Lenape Park. 

There were 19 observers in the field, and we found 70 species on a chilly day with clear skies and blustery winds. One of the primary reasons for establishing this CBC was to determine the presence of Red-headed Woodpeckers in areas where they are known to breed. Two adults were found at the Weymouth Township Municipal Park in the town of Dorothy, and an immature was located near Lake Lenape in Mays Landing. It seems quite likely that a few more would have been turned up on a nicer weather day.

Other highlights included a light-morph Rough-legged Hawk and a Merlin in East Vineland, and a total of 66 Chipping Sparrows, including a single flock of 25 near Mays Landing. Surprisingly low numbers included 5 Common Grackles and 1 Fox Sparrow. The rough December weather appeared to have a significant impact on numbers of many songbird and waterfowl species.

Saturday, January 2, 2010

Trenton Marsh, NJ
Compiler: Mary Doscher, Brad Merritt

Species: 75 (not finalized)
Participants:  30-32
Highlights: Wind was a big factor. Most shallow bodies of water frozen, though larger lakes had open water. 

Most interesting bird so far is Sandhill Crane.  Had 1 Glaucous, 1 Iceland and several Lesser Black-backed Gulls on Delaware river north of Florence. Also Northern Harriers, 3 Bald Eagles, several Great Cormorants.
More significant might be species missing - Hermit Thrush, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing, Eastern Towhee, Fox Sparrow, Purple Finch, Killdeer and especially Rusty Blackbird. 
Saturday, January 2, 2010  (rescheduled from Saturday, December 19, 2009)

Glenolden, PA

Compiler: David Eberly (taking over from long-time Compiler Nick Pulcinella)

Species: 80 so far, down from avg 100
Participants: X including 6 youth from Upper Main Line Y
Highlights:  85 years and going strong.  Strong winds affected numbers.  11 Bald Eagles didn’t mind the wind.
Best Bird so far is the Long-tailed Duck found by Al Guarente on Springton Reservoir.  

Also a Blue-winged Teal on Springton Reservoir, which I have to describe for David.
Only 1 Kestrel, 1 Peregrine. 5 Red shouldered Hawks is higher than last year.

10 Winter Wrens, 2 Brown Thrashers, 2 Ring-necked Pheasants.
3 Red-breasted Nuthatches, 3 Hermit thrushes, 1 Yellow Rump, 4 Purple Finches all on the low side.
Saturday, January 2, 2010  (rescheduled from Sunday, December 20, 2009)

Southern Lancaster, PA
Compiler: Bob Shutsky
Species: high 60’s (incomplete), down from avg around 100;  Individual numbers below average.  
Participants: 40, down from 50-60, due to re-scheduling
Highlights:  Temps in 20sF and winds gusting strong.

2-3 Peregrine Falcons and 1 female Merlin. Common, Hooded and Red-breasted Merganser.  3 Ring-necked Pheasants.  Large numbers of Bald Eagles, becoming expected.  3 Gray Catbirds. Chipping Sparrow at a feeder.  

No unusual gulls, despite chumming 4 garbage cans full of bread in about 6 hours.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sunday, January 3, 2010

Cape Henlopen, DE 
Compiler: Frank Rohrbacher
Species: 

Participants: 

Highlights: [Partial Report from Glen Lovelace]

The wind was absolutely brutal for songbirds and very few were found.   The CBC boat trip was cancelled. However, the Wolfe Neck Wastewater Facility once again had 3 Black-headed Gulls. The Snow Goose flock frequenting the spray fields contained 2 Ross' Geese and 1 Cackling Goose.

Sunday, January 3, 2010

Barnegat, NJ
Compiler: Tom Bailey

Species: 109 species (with some results not yet reported), well below normal.
Participants: 

Highlights: Extremely windy and cold conditions.  All the marshes were frozen as well as most of the standing water. Passerine numbers were very low with the exception of American Robin. Raptor numbers were also down. 
Waterfowl was pushed into Barnegat Bay by the frozen marshes but hard to find and count due to strong westerly winds. 
Approx 600 Common Eiders counted, surpassing previous high of 118.

3 Iceland Gulls, a new high, were found along the beach along the north end of Long Beach Island. 

In addition, a gull was observed and photographed which is possibly a Thayer's Gull.
Sunday, January 3, 2010

Cumberland County, NJ
Compiler: Mike Fritz

Species: 120 
Participants: all nuts to bird in these conditions!
Highlights: 60th consecutive CBC was the windiest in history, making brutal conditions in every part of the circle. Overall we had a great count, with good observer coverage.   Highlights in no particular order:

-A young male Rufous/Allen's Hummingbird at a feeder in Bridgeton that survived the big snowstorm and the Arctic blast to become a count first.  That is one tough bird!

-A flyover male Yellow-headed Blackbird near Shaw's Mill Pond which is a second count record.

-Several lingering "half-hardy" birds that were somehow still alive for the count included an Eastern Phoebe, several Ruby-crowned Kinglets, a Common Yellowthroat, a Pine Warbler at a suet feeder, good numbers of both Catbirds and Brown Thrashers, and a Marsh Wren.

-A good representation of winter birds for a non finch invasion year included Purple Finch, Am. Tree Sparrows,  good numbers of Rusty Blackbirds and lots of Fox Sparrows and a few White-crowneds.

-The "Cumberland County" Crane flock was counted again and includes an apparent pure Common Crane, at least 6 pure Sandhill Cranes, and some hybrid Cranes.  This flock has been growing steadily every year.

-Good numbers of "open field" species were found with the highlight being a Lapland Longspur near Cedarville.  We had good numbers of Am. Pipits and E. Meadowlarks, and likely a record number of Horned Larks.  We also had several Wilson's Snipe and over a dozen Am. Woodcock.

- Marsh birds included Clapper and Virginia Rail (both seen) and both Yellowlegs as well as a Dowitcher sp.and 4 Lesser Black-backed Gulls. 

- Owling was very tough and most groups opted to skip it, but some owls were found by going deep into sheltered groves and we still recorded Saw-whet, several Screech and Great Horned, Barred, and a Long-eared Owl that responded to a Screech Owl imitation probably looking for dinner.

-Waterfowl numbers were way down overall due to the prior snow storm and most of the water being frozen, but we had Tundra Swans, Ruddy Ducks, Long-tailed ducks, and record numbers of Common Mergansers this year.

-This count is in the most raptor rich part of the state and we did really well for the conditions.  Saw a record number of Bald Eagles and an adult Golden eagle. We had all three falcons and over 10 Red-shouldered Hawks. Accipiter numbers were way down.  We missed Rough-legged Hawk this year as well as Short-eared Owl.

-The big roost near the Cohansey River was counted at dusk as birds were headed in and again had some BIG numbers.  It includes over 1000 Fish Crows,  3500 Am. Robins, 14,000 Starlings, 6500 Red-winged Blackbirds, and 18,000 C. Grackles!!!!

Sunday, January 3, 2010

Western Chester County, PA
Compiler: Larry Lewis

Species: 

Participants: 

Highlights: [Brief note from Frank Haas]

Winds were 30-40 and gusting much higher.  The ONLY raptors that we saw in flight were Bald Eagles. These seemed to be the only birds big enough to handle such strong winds. Every Redtail that we saw was perched; none in flight. We did not see a single other raptor, including vultures.
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