
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF 
THE DELAWARE VALLEY ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB (DVOC) 
 
Proposed by the DVOC By-Laws Committee (Chris Walters, Chair, Paul Guris, 
Jeff Holt, Art McMorris) and reviewed by DVOC Council December 7, 2014. 
 
We propose several amendments to the DVOC By-Laws, and a minor 
amendment to the DVOC Constitution, as detailed below. As specified in the 
Constitution and By-Laws, these proposed amendments are being mailed (or e-
mailed) to all DVOC members, and will be announced at the regular stated 
DVOC meeting of December 18, 2014, and voted on at the regular stated DVOC 
meeting of January 8, 2015. 
 
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS. The current versions of the DVOC 
Constitution and By-Laws are posted on our website (www.DVOC.org) under the 
“About the Club” tab. The By-Laws Committee proposes the following changes: 
  

(1)    A change to the membership application procedure at By-Laws Article IV, 
Section 2, streamlining it; 
  

(2)    a change to the expulsion clause at By-Laws Article IV, Section 7 that would 
require giving advance notice to any member being considered for expulsion due 
to her/his membership being “detrimental to the operations or reputation” of the 
Club; this is different from the provision dealing with members dropped merely for 
non-payment of dues. The proposed change also does away with the affected 
member having a right of appeal. The result places the process for expelling a 
member exclusively in Council, as is the case in admitting a member; 
  

(3)    a change to the clause covering appointments of the endowment Trustees at By-
Laws Article VIII, Section 1, lengthening their terms to six years and staggering 
them. The proposed change also gives Council the power to approve new 
Trustees, who would still be initially named by the President; 
  

(4)    a change making the By-Laws and the shorter Constitution more consistent in 
their references to Honorary Members, and clarifying that one criterion for 
Honorary Membership is contributions to the Club; 

 
(5)    a change in the criteria for awarding the Witmer Stone Award at By-Laws Article 

VII, deleting the requirement that the paper for which the award is awarded must 
not have been published prior to the last award of the Witmer Stone Award; 

 
(6)    insertion of the heading “ROSALIE EDGE CONSERVATION AWARD” at By-

laws Article X which deals with that award. 
  



  
TEXT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
  

(1)   The first of these proposed amendments is that By-Laws Article IV, Section 2 be 
modified to read:  
  
Applications by candidates for membership shall be in writing and may be made 
either by the candidate or by another person in the candidate’s behalf. 
Applications shall state the candidate’s full name and mailing address, and such 
other information as may be determined from time to time by the Membership 
Committee and approved by Council. Upon receipt of a completed application, 
the Membership Committee shall circulate the application to Council. The 
application shall be deemed accepted unless, within seven days of Council’s 
receipt of it, a member of Council asks for a discussion and a vote of Council. 
  

(2)   The second of these proposed amendments is that By-Laws Article IV, Section 7 
be modified to read:  
  
Any member may be dropped from membership by the Treasurer for dues 
arrearages (see Article V, Sec. 3 below). Any member may also be dropped from 
membership (expelled) if their continued membership is determined by Council to 
be detrimental to the operations or reputation of the Club. The votes of no less 
than nine members of Council shall be necessary to drop such a person from 
membership, and each member of Council will be permitted to vote either in 
person or by proxy. The Secretary shall notify persons dropped from membership 
of the Council’s action promptly by mail. At least thirty days prior to Council voting 
to drop such a person from membership, the Secretary shall send to the person’s 
last known address by mail notice that such a vote is to occur in approximately 
30 days, and the principal reason why, in an effort to afford the affected member 
an opportunity to provide information to Council about the matter. The Club shall 
return to any expelled member such portion (if any) of the member’s dues or life 
membership payments as may appear appropriate under the circumstances. 
  

(3)   The third of these proposed amendments is that By-Laws Article VIII, Sec. 1 be 
modified to read:  
  
The proper care of a DVOC Endowment Fund shall be provided for by a Board of 
Trustees. This Board shall consist of three members appointed by the President 
and approved by a majority vote of Council. Each member shall normally be 
appointed for a term of six years. At the expiration of each respective term, a 
member shall be appointed or re-appointed for a term of six years. There are no 
term limits. Appointments shall be staggered in time, with the aim that 
appointments not be, under normal circumstances, less than two years apart. In 
addition to this normal procedure, any vacancy on the board that occurs by 



death, resignation, or otherwise shall be filled by appointment by the President, 
and approval by Council, for the unexpired term. The annual income from the 
Endowment Fund shall, except to the extent re-invested, be deposited with the 
Treasurer for current Club expenses. 
  

(4)   The fourth of these proposed amendments has two parts: the first is that By-
Laws Article I, Sec. 2 be modified to read: “Ornithologists who have attained 
special prominence in their ornithological work and contributions to the Club may 
be chosen, in the manner provided in Article IV, Section 3, to be Honorary 
Members of the Club”. Second, we want to correct current inconsistencies in the 
By-Laws and Constitution as to Honorary Members. They unfortunately seem to 
have been overlooked in some, but not all, sections of these documents. Thus, 
we would INCLUDE and ADD “Honorary Members” (along with the already 
specified Fellows and Active Members) in the following parts of the Constitution 
and By-Laws:  
  
                Constitution, Article IV 
  
                By-Laws Article II, Sec. 3 
  
                By-Laws Article III, Sec. 1 
  
                By-Laws Article IV, Sec. 1, and 
  
                By-Laws Article IV, Sec. 6. 
  

(5)   The fifth of these proposed amendments is that the phrase “not published prior to 
the last award of the Witmer Stone Award” be deleted from the criteria for the 
award specified in By-Laws Article VII.  
 

(6)   The sixth and final proposal is that the title “ROSALIE EDGE CONSERVATION 
AWARD” be inserted immediately after the heading “Article X” of the By-Laws. 
  


