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SEE ONE OF NEW JERSEY’S MOST IMPRESSIVE NATURAL PHENOMENA 
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 Annual Purple Martin Spectacular, August 1, 2, 8 & 9 in Maurice River Township 

July 21, 2014, Maurice River Township, NJ:  Every summer from late July through mid-August, hundreds 

of thousands of Purple Martins and other swallows that have nested in the Bayshore region and other 

parts of southern New Jersey congregate in the tall reeds near the Maurice River Bridge in Maurice River 

Township.  The Township and Citizens United to Protect the Maurice River and its Tributaries (“CU 

Maurice River, along with other partners, are holding the annual Purple Martin Spectacular on Fridays 

and Saturdays August 1st, 2nd, 8th and 9th to give the public a variety of ways to witness this unique 

migration phenomenon. 

The Martins are following their instincts by “staging” in large numbers before beginning their mass 

migration to South America.  The birds disperse to forage for insects during the day, building up fat and 

energy for their long trip. Then, at dusk, they gather to roost in the reeds along the River.  Whether 

compelled by “safety in numbers” or some other urge, it is an impressive sight as a few early birds then 

multiply into clouds of thousands before settling for the night. 

“As natural spectacles go, the evening concentrations of Purple Martins on the Maurice River are right 

up there with the wildebeest migrations in East Africa and the March of the Penguins. If you live within a 

tank of gas of Mauricetown you are short-changing your life by not seeing it,” said Pete Dunne of New 

Jersey Audubon. 

Local Purple Martin expert Allen Jackson, of Millville, commented, “Most of the young birds have 

already fledged and I suspect they are already gathering in small numbers at dusk on the Maurice River.  

I think we are sure to have plenty by the first weekend in August.” 

Observers have a variety of options for viewing the Martins.  CU Maurice River is sponsoring boat trips 

aboard the Bodacious each of the four nights.  Departing from Longreach Marina, 2806 High Street, Port 

Norris, at 6:15 pm, the three-hour round trip up the River and under the bridge is one of the best ways 

to be really surrounded by the fabulous birds.  Interpretive naturalists, including Mr. Jackson, will be on 

board to provide commentary and answer questions.  The trip includes beverages and desserts and 

costs $35 per person.  Contact Doreen Homan of CU Maurice River to make a reservation and obtain 

payment information, at 856-300-5331 or Doreen.homan@cureservation.com. Space is limited to 

ensure all passengers’ comfort and the trips do sell out, so please make reservations well in advance. 

The trips run rain or shine. 

Also on both weekends, Friday and Saturday evenings, the Cumberland County Improvement Authority 

kindly provides a viewing platform in the parking lot at the foot of the Maurice River Bridge on the 

eastern side.  There, beginning at 7:00 pm, participants will be joined by interpretive naturalists from CU 

Maurice River and New Jersey Audubon.  This option is free and open to all, and lasts until dark.  Cold 



treats and other snacks and beverages will be available for sale by Rafine’s Italian Water Ice. Bring 

binoculars.  Long sleeves, long pants and insect repellent are recommended. 

In addition, paddlers come out in numbers and put in at the Maurice River Bridge and elsewhere. Life 

jackets and light sticks should be used.  Al and Sam’s Canoe and Kayak Rentals is taking reservations for 

departures from the Bridge on August 1st, 2nd, and 9th (but not on the 8th).  Please reserve at least one 

week in advance by calling 856-692-8440 or visit their website www.alandsams.com for more 

information.  Suggested launch time is 6:45 pm. 

The Country Inn & Suites in Millville is offering a special price, $68.00 plus tax for a Friday or Saturday 

night stay for those who state they are visiting for “Purple Martin Migration.” Regular rates are $99 and 

up per night. Rooms must be booked by July 24, 2014 to receive the special rate. Call 856-825-3100 for 

reservations. www.countryinns.com/millvillenj 

 

These events are sponsored by CU Maurice River, Maurice River Township, New Jersey Audubon, the 

Cumberland County Improvement Authority, the National Park Service Wild and Scenic River Partner 

Program and the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions. 

Websites: 

CU Maurice River to download a flyer with details of the events, including local restaurants and 

attractions: www.cumauriceriver.org 

Maurice River Township for information and directions:  www.mauricerivertwp.org/purplemartin.html  

Al and Sam’s Canoe and Kayak Rentals: www.alandsams.com 

Bodacious Sport Fishing: www.bodacioussportfishing.com 

New Jersey Audubon: www.njaudubon.org 

Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions: www.anjec.org 

Millville Country Inn & Suites:  http://www.countryinns.com/millville-hotel-nj-

08332/millvill?s_cid=se.ggl.cis_cmp30 

For further information about events, contact Lillian Armstrong, 856-305-3238 or 

Lillian.armstrong@cumauriceriver.org.  

For information regarding Purple Martins, contact Allen Jackson, 856-327-4861 
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