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Reverse Sexual Size Dimorphism 
apparent in Bald Eagles and most 
raptors.

Females up to 25% larger and 
heavier‐bodied than male.  

Size varies among individuals and 
geographic distributions. Northern 
populations are bigger and heavier 
than southern.  

Females consistently at the larger 
end of the size ranges:
Body length: 28–38 in (71–96 cm), 
Wingspan:  66–96 in/5.5–8 ft 

(168–244 cm),
Weight:  6.6–14 lbs (3.0–6.3 kg)
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Bald Eagle 
Gender Differences:



Bald Eagle 
Gender Differences:
Female head is proportionately 
larger than male.

Female bill size noticeably larger 
than male bill, particularly the 
height, from top (of upper 
mandible) to bottom (of lower 
mandible).

Culmen mean measurements 
from Friedman, 1950:
Male (northern): 52.5 mm
Female (northern): 54.1 mm

(Lack of data about bill height)
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MALE or FEMALE?
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MALE or FEMALE?Back Cover of Birding magazine
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